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SOPHIE SPHIPPSPOS$$$Y 
TOLERATION 


Diſapprov'd and Condemn'd &c. 


Humbly Preſented to the ſerious Conſideration 
of all Difſenting Parttes, 


My Brethren, 

HE Lord Jeſus (' who knows all our 
Hearts, and before whoſe great 'Tribu- 
rall both you and I muſt one day ap- 

peare) is my witneſs, that the chief deſigne of 
my preſent undertaking is the Peace and wellfare 
of the Church, the contiruance of the Goſpell,and 
the etervall Salyation ci pretious and immortall 
Soules; 1 do therefore much hope (though wee 
are all naturally impatient of oppoſition ) that 
you will favourably recezve, and ſeriouſly confs- 
der theſe plaine (yer well meaning) /mes; which 
have no other patronage , 'then the charity of the 
Author, and the candor and piety of thoſe perſons 

to whom they are dzretted. 
1o NE Jol-mnty of ehis Preface as it oor: raiſe 
Tv expectations ,{o it may poſſibly invicethe'cu- 
A 2 rioſity 


[2] 
rioſity to inquire, who or what manner of perſon 
I am, that have taken the confidence of fo unpor- 
tant an Addreſs, 

And though the knowledge of my name 
would {1gnify little, (T being not ſo conſiderable 
as that it ſhould add any weight to my perfor- 
mance) yet that I may in ſome ſort gratify ſuch 
obliging Readers (as T hope to find you ) I ſhall 
farcher acquaint you,that though Tam not a per- 
fon very ambitious to be known) yet upon oc- 
caſ1on, I ſhall eicher publickly own and vindicate 
or (ifduly convinc'd) as publickly recant my pre- 
ſent opznon: and (in ſhort ) to ſecure you and A- 
pologize for my ſelfe (ſince concealed names 


are ever ſuſpitious) I do ſolemnly proteſt; that 


Iam noſcofter at Religion, nor railer at true Pic- 
ty; that I /ove an honeltreligious good man (chat 
endeavours to ſave his ſoule , and come to hea- 


ven) under what profeſhon ſaever I find him; 


that I will pitty and (C according to my poor a+ 
Advertiſe, bility) rectify, but never make ſport with: his er- 
ments touch, TOUrS, and Miſtakes; and herein I do readily ſub- 


ng the {cribe to-the learned: 4 « Verulam, that to turne 


Church of 


England.in Religion ints a Comedy or Satyr, to ſearch, and nip 


6g. 1" up Wands with a laughing, countenance 3 to ntermw 


or Scriptiere' 


= 
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Scripture, & ſcurrilty ſometimes in one ſentences a 
thing Very far from the devout reverence of a chriſtian 
and ſcant beſeeming the honeſt regard of a ſober man, 
two principal cauſes(ſairh this honourable perſon) 
have I ever known of Atheiſm; curious Controver- 
fees,and prophane ſcoffing, And no leſs do I admire 
(what Thope you will grant I have endeavoured 
ro tranſcribe) that incomparable ſaymg of the ju- 


dicious b Hooker, There will come a time, when three The pre. 
words uttered with Charity and meeknes., fhall re-f4 -_ 
cerve a far more bleſſed Reward, then three thouſand 5 


volumns written with diſdainfull ſharpnes of Wi, 
But, if an irregular beat (which I will yer endea- 
vour to ſuppreſs ) ſhould fonie little. diſplay ir 
ſelfe ( 1t being very difficult to contend coldly, 
and without AﬀeCtion, about things which: wee 
hold dear and pretious ) (and certamly the Peace 
of the Church is eminently ſuch) if Paſſion, and 
Intereſt ſhould obtrude themſelves under the no- 
tion of zeale (which God knows , 1s no leſs the 
common then fatal miltake in the management of 
our Controverſies) I do then humbly beg of you, 
that you would ſeriov{ly conſider the following 


| Words of the fore-cited good mar , that,the man-. 


ner of mens writings muſt not altenate our hearts from 


the 


| 
| 
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the Truth, if it appear they have the Truth, 


Having now{(as tar as tis judg'd convenient)given 

you an account of the Author, twill in all likeli-- 
hood be next demanded (ſince this Subject hath 
beenof late fo fully,and as ſome think unanſwe- 
rably diſcuſt)what convincing Reaſons I have to 
trouble, either my Brethren to read, or my ſelf 
cowrite , ſo common, and { whilelt propoſals 
are on foot) ſounwelcome a diſcourſe, 

Really (my Brethren) did I not fear,that ſuch 
frequent proteſtations mie ſeem too afteCted; 
or that Conſctence ayd Reality, might be miſtaken 
for bumour and defagne; I would once more call 
the ſearcher of all Hearts to witneſs; that I am 
ſo far from a perſecuting ſpirit (the uſuall brand 
we beſtow upon our Adverſaries ) that ſome 
Months fince Thad fo favourable an opinion of 
Indulgence, Conventence, or Toleration, that I lit- 
tle thought I ſhould now appear an obltruCter of 
ſomuchadefird, and (asI rhen apprehended ). fo 
blefled a work. Log fuck [£3 

I am confident you are very forward to know 
the Reaſon of ſo ſudden , and unexpected a 
change; tis therefore ( omitting all farther pre- 


facing) in ſhortthus, '-- 51 


- 


Being 


— 
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Being deſirous to mnforme my ſelf in the Na- 
ture and extent of Toleration which I obterved'(in 
ſuch variety of methods , by ſuch different Par- 
tes) ſo zealouſly promoted, (and that under n© 
leſs titles. then Liberty of Conſctence , the great 
Interelt of all Kingdomes, aud Staces; and pay- 
ticularly of England) in order to a inore full 
ſatisfa&tion ( not omitting my hearty Prayers to 
the Father of Lights, from wbom cometh eve 
good and perfets gift, and who hath promiſed to 
give Wiſdome, Counſell, and direftion to him that 
asketh) I procur'd, and peruſ'd ſome of the moſt 
conſiderable Tratts and Pamphlets (pro and con.) 
that have handled this SubjeEt; and} mult rmge- 
mouſly confeſs (though I was'not perfeCtly con- 
vinc'd yet) I did at firit very much favour 
(whom do yet no les pity) the diſſenting Par- 
ty, and really. it ſeem'd fo plauſible (fince every 
man muſt anſwer for his own works ) that every 
man ſhould have the Liberty of his own opinion; 
and the name of Conſcience is ſo ſacred ; that I 
durft not but makea pauſe, before I had paſs'd 
a judgement upon fach honeſt pretences. And 
( to make you my Confeflors) I was not little 


afteCted with ſome reſentments of. a . late ingeni- 
( ous 


King and 
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ous Writer, his words are theſe. 


= fr © There 'are a company of People about us in the 


Country of Different perſwaſions , who meet ſome- 


Kingdome, ttmes many hundreds together , that our Juſtices 


Pag. 10, 


bave been in perplextty what to do, The moſt of them 
(for ought I percerve)are certainly tnoffenſive perſons, 
and they bave really no more againſt them, then Pli- 
ny agatnſt the Chriſtians of old,when be ſent to Tra- 
Jan about them, that is, only that they meet, and 
Preach, and Pray together , and if that excellent 
Prince was aſham'd after this report be gave him of 
them un his Emile, to have thoſe good men ſought 
out any more unto unt ment , I cannot but favour 
ther inclinations, w 171 are averſe from the like In- 
fatton. I profeſs to God it is ſuch an ungentlemay 
hike thing (me thinks )to trouble ones Netghbours,that 
I ſhould beglad to rid modeſt men of that worke. It 
were better all theſ, e Alts i uffered at.once a due and 
Chriſtian regulation, than we ſhould be full put upor 
this untoward dragging innocent Folk's thus to Priſon, 
for doing nothing in earneſt, but endeavouring to ſave 
their ſoules, in the name of God take you your Pſal- 

ter, and let them ſay their Prayers as they will, 
This, together with ſome other refleCtions 
dtawue from the gceat Love of Chrilt to. us 
(which 
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(which therefore by-way of gratitude wee are to 
acknowledge by ſuitable A&s of Love, pitty, and 
indulgence toour poore Brethren) did very muctt 
move mee: the words of my Author are theſe. 

There ts a perſon I hope you would do a kindneſſe 
for with all your heart, and you have Reaſon, it1s 
for your deare Lord that bought you, and there 1s no- 
thing #n the world you can do 1 am perſwaded that be 
will take ſo kindly from you at this time, as to be 
pittifull to bis Servants, who are diſtreſſed about your 
As in point of Conſcience, and who the more deſpi- 
Jed they are and like unto their Lord, the Sub- 
jetts they are for your compaſſion, and a little after--- 
af you had no need of mercy from Godt were tolera- 
ble then for you to be extreame towards others. 

I hope this candid confeſſion of my weak- 
neſle ( if yct it be a weakeneſſe ro acknow- 
ledge my errours) ſhall not ſo far prejudice my 
Reader, as to hinder his acceptance of my fol- 
lowing Reaſons, if it appeare that they are really 
ſuch (2.e.) rationall and convincing, to giue you 
therefore my 'Thoughts in order my firſt refle- 
Etion was this; 

That though this Toleration whillt conſidered 
in the netton, and as it were in the Idea, do carr 

B wit 
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with it a great deal of outward glory and luſtye, 
filling the hearts of men wich expeCtations of 
much happinelle to enſue (and no wonder if it 
be therefore entertain'd with general] applauſe 
eſpecially of the vulgar ſort) yet when wee come 
ad prafticandum, to conſider how this notion may 
belt be made pratzicall ard put in execution, wee 
ſhall chen meet with ſuch impediments, and in- 
conveniences as ſhall render the performance(to 
{ay no _ very far ſhort of promile, and ex- 
PI nd for my owne part (ſubmitting 
ll ro better judgements) I do find it ſo antn- 
zelligible and unprafticable, that however 1t is pre- 
_ (and rhat very. highly) by others, yer in 
my apprehenſion (and indeed the procelle of the 
World ſheweth no leſle) "tis only a Thing for weaker 

Parties to talke on. | 
For ( to remind you onely of what others 
have more fully diſcuſs'd) if a Toleration muſt be 
admitted, then eicher Unverſall and unlimited 
(ſuch as may comprehendeven the Papiſts them- 
ſelves) or elſe Particular, (7,e.) limitedco ſome 

culiar Perſons or Parties. 

As to the firſt, 'ris ſo perfeEtly wild and ex- 
travagant that ( in the judgement of all ſober 
Prote- 
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(Pcoteſtants)it rather deſerves an exploſive ſcorn 
then a ſerious Confutation, 

For the ſecond, viz: a particular and limnted, 
unleſſe (which ſeemes the likelyeſt way to bring 
the worke to ſome Iſſue ) rhe diſlentivg Parties 
(who are many and of different perſwaſions 
would clearly and diltinfly acquaint che worl 
(in ſome publicke Writing unanimoutly own'd) 
who they are that ſhall be indulg'd, and upon 
what conditions, we are yet never the nearer, 

They giveus indeed (by way of Reſolution) 
ſome generall expreſſions: but thefe then are of 
ſo doub full, (I had almoſt ſaid wnpoſſible) in- 
cerpretation; that appeal to any rationall man 
(all prejudice and interelt lay'd af1dey whether 
ſuch uncertainty's can be /ayd as a ſufficient 
Foundation, on which to raiſe ſo conſiderable a 
ſtrufture as the Peace of the Church, and Pro- 
ſperity of the Nation, 


For whillt they tell us of Reformed Religion to Diſc. of 


be ſettled in its due Latitude, and yet never ac- 
quaint us what weare tounderſtand by this due 
Latitude, what is the full extent, and meaning of 


Relig. Title % | 
pag. | 


the Word: whillt they propoſe, that the Partes,,,.. 
comprebended in their eſtabliſbment ſhall be of impor- mh 
FI 


tance 
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tance in the Publicke Intereſt, and of Princaples con - 
Cruoſe to ſuch ſtated Order in the Church, as the ſta- 
bility of the Commonwealth requires: and yet never 
informe us what theſe tmportant Intereſts , and con- 
gruouſ: e Principles are; what other 15 it, but to tri- 
fle us with Ambiyutties and amuſements? to trou- 
Ye both SlmGhes and others, in thus fiercely 
contending for a Toleration in no body know's 
What, and to be granted to no body know's 
Whom, 

I have given you a refleEtion, which if duely 
umprov'd by ſome happyer Pen, might poſſibly, 
appear? of more difficult reſolution, then your 
preſent Sentiments (occaſion'd by the meane- 
neſle of irs delivery ) may invite you to appre- 
hend, 

However, am ſure ( as to mee) it hath been 
of ſufficient moment, , to reviſe my former 
Thoughts; and to ſhew leſle kndneſſe to.your 
preſent Toleration, towards which I have beene 
(very lately) more warmely afteCted. 

But (to come yet cloſer to my intendment) 
that which did more fully (and if I miltake not 
unanſwerably') conviice mee, was the .peru- 


fall of ſeverall Sermons preached by ſome of 


Our 
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our late eminent Divines (before the two Houſes 
of Parliament) on ſolemn occaſions, for I muſt 
not omit to tell you;that having heard thoſe Dif- 
courſes much commended (as being delivered 
by ſuch famous Preachers ; before ſuch as were 
reputed ſo wiſe and judicious Auditors as the 
Lords, and Commons, and therefore without doubt 
did containe ſomewhat extraordinary ) I procu- 
red a good number of them (about an hundred) 
and as my other occaſions would permit, not 
wichour much expectation ſet my {elfe to the 
reading of them, 

And indeed (that I may be faichfull to the me- 
mory of thoſe Perſons)I mult acknowledge both 
to you and the world,I received no bad returne of 
my labours, for I found (which is cheifely to my 
preſent purpoſe to obſerve) 'This point of Tole- 
ration ſo excellently, and fully diſcuſſed, though 
obiter onely and as it were by the by,that no tract 
ex inſtituto (and there are ſome very ingemouſe } 
could ever afford mee the like ſatisfaCtion, - 

Now that this may not be gratis and precarto 
diftum, I ſhall Very fanbfully lay down their 


. own Reaſons in their own words, and then leave 


itto you and: all men to con{1der; Whether it be 
B 3 nor 
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not (morally ac leaſt)impoſſible that ſo many ex- 
cellently learned,& eminent Divines ſhould ſo fre- 
quenely,(and that with ſuch vehemency of zeale) 
oppole the very name of Toleration (& which is 
yet more obſervable, that thoſe very Sermons in 
which theſe inveCtives are contained, ſhould not 
onely receive the Thankes of the two Houſes, 
but by their eſpeciall order , be likewiſe made 
- Publick) were there not ſome ſecret Danger tn 
the Thing, which either the Intereſt, or Security 


of the preſent Age, will not now ſuffer us to ap- 
Ms 


1 ſpeake as unto wiſe men, Judge ye 
what I ſay, 


Dr. Cornelius Burgeſſe. 
Mr, Fobn Ward, 

Mr, Wilkam Good, 
Mr.Thomas Thorowgoed. 
Mr,Humphrey Hardwick, 
Mr Arthur Salwey, 
Mr, Wikam Reyner, 

Mr. Thomas Caſe, 

Mr. 7obn Liyhtfoet. 

Mr, Thomas Watſon, 
Mr, George Hughes, 
Mr. Edmund Calamy. 
Mr. Richard Baxter, 
Mr. Thomas Horton, 

Mr, Lazarus Seaman. 
Mr. Mathew Newcomens- 
Mr. Richard Vines. 

Mr, Simeon Alb. 

Mr, James Cranford, 
Mr, Thomas Edwards. 
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PHPLS SPESPSSSPPPES HOSE 


. The Teſtimonies of the fore-tnentioned 
Drvines againſt Toleration, 


: Ive me leave, T beſeech you, to ſpcak freely to p, ©, 
you; I will do it humbly too. Buroeſſe 
: Ar your firſt fitting downe , you expreſſed Serm. before 
. many brave and noble reſolutions, of giving Go4s buſt. the houſe of 
. nels the precedency of all other your Afﬀairs: and your C _ 
beginnings promiſed much. Howbeit, I know not how COR 
C . W . 1641. p.60, 
- ir comes to pals,bur ſo it is, that Gods work lies yet un- 7,4 —_ 
done, Matters of Religion lie a bleeding; all Gover- red for c. 
* ment and Diſcipline ofthe Church is laid in her Grave, Meredith at 
* and all putredinous vermine of bold Schiſmaticks and the Crane 
© frantick SeQtaries glory in her aſhes , making her fall, i St Paul; 
* their own riſeing to mount our Pulpits, to offer ſtrange _ - ys 
* fire, to expell the praveſt, ableſt, and moſt eminent Mi. 2908s 104% 
* niſters in the Kingdomez ( if not our of their Pulpits 
*yet) out of the hearts of their People, as a company of 
*weak men , formaliſts , time-ſerwers, no Miniſters of 
* Chriſt, bur Limbs of Aztichriſt , having no calling ex- 
© cept from the Devill ; and to forſake our Aſſemblies as 
; Babyloniſh and Artichriſtian, fo as in ſhort time they 
* will not leave us the face of a Church, And yet No 
© Courſe is taken to ſuppres their fury & to reduce the toOraer, 
© which (as things now ſtand ) will never be,till you put 
© your hands to the Cure, I beſeech you therefore,in the pe, 63. 
© Name of that great God, whom you ſerve, and who 
© hath hitherto bleſt you, and forthe Peace and proſpe- 
© ritie of this Church and Kingdome, to reſume and 
©ourſue 


"x. [16 ] 
© purſe your firſt thoughts of ſetting up Gud and his or. 
© dinances, as becomes you in a regular way «---- that 
P, 64 *©qur Church and the Government thereof may be no lon- 
© oer laid waſte, and expoſed to Confuſion , under the 
© plauſible pretence of Not forceing mens Conſciences. To 
© put all men into a courſe of Order and Uniformity, in 
© Gods way, is not to force the Conſcience; bur to ſet up 
© God in his due place, and to bring all his people into the 
* paths of rightcouſneſſe and life. 
Serm;before Bethere none of you that foteſce the fatal) milchiefes 
the Com. © of leaveing all men to their liberties in the things of God 
monsat ® © and yet want hearts to uſe yonr Skill and intereſt, to- 
ou _ aft c make haſt to ſettle matters of Religion, leaſt you come 
30 c . {; f . . 
1642.35. 90 lare with a Remedy when the dilcale is growne in- 
* curable, and the Kingdome growne to that paſſe (as 
* the grave Hiſtorian noted of od Rome)thar it can neither 
* beare the malady, nor endure the Cure, Do you not ſee 
P, 46. * orheardayly of thediſorders, ſe&s, rents, and Schiſmes 
© that every where bud forth already, and threaten all Or. 
© der, Unitie, and Governments : give the water bur a 
*paſage without ſpeedy makeing up the Banks, and you 
*Know how ſome whole Seas will breake in upon ns, and 
* render all irrecoverable and incurable. If one difficulty 
o<curre to day, it will be doubled, yea multiplied to 
morrow. There is no Hydra ſotertile ot heads, as Errour 
ard ſchiſme grown to ſome ſtrength and maturity, it will 
Serm: be. *© aske you but a ſhort time of Coanrvexces afterwards:there 
fore the ® will be no curbing nor ſhameing of it.Nothing is ſo con- 
Commons © Gon as i2norance, impudent as falſhood, and catching 
ming as Errous, 
An, . 4 oy *Take heed of thoſe ſpirits of Errour, who with faire 


p. 5. & 52, ({peciouſe, pargetted, glocing words) ſeeke to make 
© mcr- 
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© merchandize of you, beguiling uuſtable ſoules, Beware 
© of thoſe compliances with, and indulgences to all ſorts of 
* Seats and Schiſmes now pleaded for, both by word and 
* writeing, aSit were a part of Chriſts Legacy, and his 
© Peoples Liberty to be of what Religion they will; to be 
* tolerated in atly opinions never ſo crroncous and perni- 
* cious (untill turther light:) that it is the Magiſtrares du- 
* ty to prote(t them in that liberty; and that the contrary 
* thereunto is to peſecute Chriſt, 

*Hath God inferred this as one maine branch of his 
* Grand covenant with his People under the Goſpell, 1 
© will give the one heart & one way that they may fear me 
* forever, * that is, that they may all call upon the name Fer.32,39. 
* ofthe Lord to ſerve him with one conſent? Zeph 3. 9. 
* Did Chriſt aſcend up on high and give gifts unto men 
© and gave ſome Apoſtles, fome Prophets, and ſome E- 
* vangeliſts;and ſome Paſtors and Teachers,for the perfe&t- 
\ © ingoftthe Saints, for the worke of the Miniſtery, for the 
* edifying of the body of Chriſt, till wee all come , «i »w 
* tirnre & wine, into the unity of the faith; and, is it Per- 
* ſecution, and Antichriſtianiſme to engage all to Vir 
* and Vyirformit,? Doth Paul bid the Philippians to be- 
© ware ofthe Concifion?Phil:3.2.Doth he bench the Ro- 
© mans to marke thoſe which cauſe diviſtons and offences, 
"contrary tothe dofrine which they had learned, and to ,,1,.; ihe 
* avoid them and that upon this ground, thatthey who guthar of 
* are ſuch, ſerve not the Lord Ieſus,but their own bellies, Libert. of 
* however by good words and fair ſpeeches they deceive Conſc. (Pp. 
© the hearts of the ſimple? Rom: 16. 17. Doth he 32-) fels 
* writing to the Galatians, wiſh, I would they were even _ —_— 
© cut off that trouble you, Gal: 5. 12, And is it ſuch an pra 
© hainous offence now, for the fairhfull Servants of Chriſt, purpoſe. 


2 ©to 


[18] 
© to adviſe you to the ſame courſe? O Heavens? be aſto- 
© niſhed ar this; and bluſh for the ignorance of ſome, and 
* impudence of others, that dare fo boldly preſſe for ſuch 
© 1 Toleration which none but vaine deſtrugive thoughts of 
* carnall men can look upon, without indignation and hor- 
© ror, 

Beware how you hearken to theſe Empiricks and Sy. 
© rens, who ſecke to charme the world into a deep fleepe, 
© by preſenting their confidence of a neceſſity of comply. 
* ing withall ſorts of SeRries, yea of truſting the Sword 
© intheir hands, and to deter the ſettling of matrers of Re- 
© ligion during the war, for feare of loofing the Godly 
© Party (as too many proudly ſtile themſelves, by way of 
© difference from all that are nut of their opinions and 
© ways) what is this butto teach Goda new forme of 
© Politicks , to proclaime, that it is not alwaics ſafe to 

b The Au- © hglq out the truth of the Goſpell , and to command all 
hor of Lib. © \\\&n to-cmbrace it, but much ſafer to halt between two 
gp." © opinions? Belike Joſiah went beyond his bounds , when 
#5 the con, © atter himfelf had ſworn a ſolemn Covenant to the Lord, 
trary when © he made all Judah and Benjamin to ſtand to it , and 
he tells us © madeall that were preſent in Iſracl to ſerve the Lord 
that What © thejr God. 2 Chron: 34. 32, 33. and Aſa much more, 
wry res 2 © when he drew all the pcople- intoa Covenant, That - 
of lfredt * whoſoever would not [eek the Lord God of Llſrael, 

Fatah can- I ſhould be put ro- death, whether {mall or great, man 
mot be rea- ' Or woman 2 Chron, 15. 13, Þ But the ample and tran« 
ſonably *ſcondent Commendations which. the Lord gives unto 
made erule © 1 ofe pious Kings, eſpecially in reference to their ſince- 
- Magi - rity, and zcale in reforming andſctl.ng of Religion in one 
ffs ie © Vniforme way, inay (ufficiently warrant and encourage all 


under the 4a . go 4 
Geſp:1, Religious. Magiſtrates,. to take care that all undcrtheir 


© Govern- 


[ 19] 


© Government, ſhould all ſerve the Le*4-with oze ſboulder, 

© this being not a Tyranny over men, bur rhe Priviledge 

© 5© the Goſpell. Beware yet, ar laft, of that though, 

© that #t is z0t yet time to build the Lords houſe Judah paid dear 

* forthis, as I have heretofore ſhcw'd- you ar large, on 

© Pſalm: 76. 10, and in my former Sermon on this Text; 

© and therefore ſhall ſpare my ſelfe and you,the paines of 

* inlarging at the preſent, Settle this-in your hearts; Gods 

©Truth, the true Worſhip and Diſcipline of Chriſt, ſer 

| © up and eſtabliſhed in one Uniforme way, never preju- 

* diced. any Nationor State (where it had tree paflage) in 

© the leaſt degree, but hath ever been their (afery, happi- 

© ncfſe, and honour, It is Errour (how much ſoever cry- 

© ed up )not truth, (how much ſozver cryed downe and 

© bhaſphemed) that makes and foments rents and factions. 

© Honourable and belowel, yet another word of Exhortation Mr. Fobn 

© to judge for God, and as God judgeth. r, for God, Vrd of 

© There arematters of GoJ1, as w. ll as matters of the King {ph yang 

© or Kingdome; the care waereot muſt be upon you as "bars 

*w-ll as up3n us;.his Church, his KingJdome, his Citty, Commons 

© his houſe his People,his Spouſe, his Children,his boy March 25. 

© ye as nurſing Fathers, muſt render the good and wellfare 1645 p.49. 

© of them, that they may find harbour, and proteQion, £94. p in- 

© enjoy thcir juſt Priviledges , and Liberties , where- = ar = 

* with Chriſt had. made them free: nor ſuch licentiouſe- \,0 

© nefle as is abus'd for a Cloake of naughtinefle. Ye mult we 

© ſee tyorder and Unity amongſt them, that there be no 

© rents and ſchiſmes; ſurely our Saviour that aſcended into 

* heaven, and gave gifts to men, ſome, Apoſtles &c: that 

* wee might all meetin the Unitie of faith; and hath 

© divers times, and after ſundry manners,given that very 

*rhing in charge to his miniſters, would nothave the 
Miagiltrates 


P, 50. 
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© Magiſtrate left ggſproe from providing, and endeavour- 
© ing, that ſpcakeing or following the truth in love, wee 
© may grow up, makeing increaſe by cdifying our ſelves 
© and one another in Love, 

fYe muſt doe that, which we are to pray that ye 
© doe wiz: Take a Courſe that Chriſtians may live in 
© a Peaceable and quict life in Godlinefſe and honeſty, 
© not in ſtrife and contention. | 

There is --- his name, it may not be blaſphemed, 
© diſhonoured. This day, it muſt be ſanQified, 

This Goſpell. Yehave Authoriry, and-it is your duty 
© to provide that it be duely preached: That it be truly 
© taught: not blended, adulterated, made another Goſpell. 
© This worſhip; it muſt not be corrupted by Idolatry, ſy. 
© perſtitions Innovations, leſt God be worſhipped in vaine 
© while they teach for NoArines the Commandments of 
© men. This Miniſtricz it ought to be purged, planted, 
© lights ſet up in every bowle of the Candleſtick, encou- 
© raged, maintained, and abetted in the work of the 
© Lord. 

"This ſacraments; it is your honour as your duty to ſee 
© that they be kept pure in the celebrarion & miniſtration 
© of them, There is a booker caſe for it. Num. 9. 7. 
© There wereccrtaine men &c: but ifthis be not full, the 
© Preſidents. 2 Chron: ch: 15. ch: 30. and ch: 35 will 
© rule the Caſe for the Civill Magiſtrate, and make out 
© this: That where the Doarine and Diſcipline of the 
* Church doth not, or cannot prevaile, the Magiſtrate 
© muſt interpoſe his Coercive Power for reſtraint and re- 
© medy. ----ina word: God hath many things amongſt us 
© that muſt be proteed and maintain'd; and the marters 
© of God have many adverſaries which muſt be _—_ 

an 
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© and ſuppreſſed; for ye beare not the ſword in vaine, ye 
© are Gods Minilters attending continually upon this very 
© thing. Magiſtrates and Miniſters have (as ye ſec) one 
© common ſlyle ofoffice; thar ye in the place, and we in 
* our tunion and order, ſhould mind an41 promove the 
things of Godzye by the ſword, and we by the word;you 
© are keepers of both Tables,the firſt and great command. 
© ment, as well as the ſecond thar is like unto it, buth 
* come ſometimes as occaſion is, under your cognizance. P. 51. 

*And ye know what a brand ſticks to this day upon Gallio a If this be 
© (though aft Heathen Magiſtrate) that he cared not for !7% the 
* the marters of the Law and Worſhip, (according to the _ » how 
* Law)when queſtion was brought; no,though there were King we 
* infurreions and tumulrs upon that occaſion: and for Kjugdome 
© Gamaliels counſell, Refrain from theſe men and let them ſhewd more 
© alone: for if this counſell or this work, be of men, it 7 eale then 
* will come to nought;bur if it be of God, ye cannot over- X*®!*ge, 
* throw it, leſt haply ye be found even ro fight againſt "0" _ 
© God, © though it be found within the Bible, yet it isnot,,.3 ;þ. 
© of like Authority with one of Solomons proverbs Or Counſell of 
*maximes of Policy: it hath no otherwiſe the approba- Gamalie! he. 
*rion of Gol for good, then the defigne of Pharaoh, or !h« addes. 
©the crafty counſell of Achitophel, whicharealſo recorded ! 0 
Fin the ſcripture: it will not conſiſt withother rules of the '7* _ 
© Word, and it hath been condemned as unſound, and z4;;; jers of 
*unlate by many godly wile men; wee have more ſure our ate 
* words of (cripture,outof which we drawthe doQrine ofwould be 
© the Magiſtrates power and duty in the matters of God content to 
* and Religion,then the looſe. ſpeech of ſuch a Neutraliſt be no wiſer 
* and time ſerving Politicianas Gamalielwas.Go on there- 7" _ 
* fore, I beſeech you as you began; take us the little foxcs p, pony 
* as well as the ravening wolves; Thele bethey who ſepe- p.26. 

* rate 
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© rate themſelves, ſenſuall, not having-the ſpirit, They 
© Boaſt indeed (much) of the ſpirit, but they manifeRtly 
*do the works of the fleſh, They plead for liberty, bur ir 
© is licentiouſnefle, Liberty of Conſcience they terme ir,but 
* it is Liberty of praRile, that every man may do what is 
* good and right in his own eyes: they pretend to nothing 
© but Piety and Godlineſſe, and ſeem as ifthey would be 
* content if they might but have a bare ſubſiſtence inthe 
* profeſſion of it, So did the Jeſuites to learning,when they 
* firſt appeared upon the Stage, but when they had: once 
" inſinvared themſelves into the good Opinih of Princes 
© and States, how well they anſwered the expeRations, 
"and requited the kindnefſe of thoſe who nurſed them up, 
* all the Chriſtian world ſees and feels to their coſt at this 
* day. They aske but Conniverce and Toleration, bur if they 
* once meet ina confluence, and find themſelves ſtrong 
© enough to run in a ftreame; let but a damame be Pitchr 
© down to reſtraine or oppoſe their madnefſe, or men fol- 
* low noton,to indulge and gratify their humour, it would 
* ſoon appeare, whether or no they rage and {well and 
© getover,or bear down afore them all thatſhould ſtand in 
© their way. They didſcem a while to cry up the Oraer of | 
© Parliaments and of the Civil Maziftrate, and have their 
* perſons in admiration, but meerly for advantage, that ſo 
© they may get above all Eccleſiaſtical Authority; & when 
© they are once up to their height, what they will do with 
* the Ladder, they hope to climbe and aſcend by, is not 
© hard ro conjeRurezthey reckon themſelves the Whearin 
* thefield, and when once they are ripe, they will eaſily 
* becontent tohave all that threſhed of, by which they re- 
© ceived their growth. Ye have heard of the fable of the 
*Snake and the Countryman that brought it untothe fire 
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© T ſhall not need to apply it, already they beginto re- 
© moye the old land markes and Straiten their bounds, 
* theydeny their claime up to an high water marke, and 
© make their bankes, and incloſe for themſelves to the ve- 
*ry channel fide: But whether it be holden fitor ſeaſona- 
* ble thar theſe Libertines be decried; for my part,l cannot 
, = diſcover by any ativeneſſe toſuppr efle them: onely 
* ſeeing the evill and foreſeceing the miſcheife, I have given 
*the warning, that ar leaſt I may deliver mine own ſoule. 
I pray God the remedy benot deterred till it be to late 

and ye be driven to play and after-game to an extreame 
*hazard and diſadvantage. 


© I doubt not but your Soules abhorrethat bloody Te- 
© net to the ſoules ofmen, That it is the duty of the Ma- 
* giſtrate to Tolerate all Religions. You have carryed out 


Mr Willie 
am Good 
Serm:before 


the Comm: 


* the Duſt behind the door and this Opinion will bring all gg,,cp 26. 


*the mire in the ſtreets into the houſe of Gol againe, 
© Cambyſes had a luſt to marry his ſiſter, and his Counlel- 
*lors told him,there was no bh whereby to do it: But with 
© all they told him there was a law that the Kings of Pertia 
* might do what he liſt, and by this he might marry his 
© Siſter, VVhar is it that ſhall be unlawfull, if this be law- 
full for every man to make a Law and Religion for him- 


© ſelfe 2 


© Put ſome ſtop by your Authority to the growth of 


© Errours, that are deſtruQive, to the power of Godlineſſe 
* and let not this ſuſpend your ſanRion, becauſe ſome that 
© broach them pretend to Godlineſſe an enemy the more 
*like he is to a freind, the more dangerous. | 


© The third Uſe of Confutation; it is of the Remon- 
D * ſtrants 


I 645 Þ- 36, 
Lond. prin 
ted for C, 
Meredith 


1645» 
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rey "ſtrants,®Armiriians & Socinians, who endeavour from m 
Serm: 5. © Text, to get countenance for that Babyloniſh Errour,the 
fore the © allowance of all opinions,as if becauſe the Apoſtle faith, 
Comms at © Let your moderation be known unto all men; therefore 
a ſolemn * all mens conceits muſt bee born with in Reli- 
fajt Dec. 25. © gjon,, and every. one ſuffered in whar he ſuppolcth to 
2044 Þ 9: ©betruth: itis a cunning and couſcning deviſe, thar ſtrikes 
Phil.4. v.5. in with corrupt nature; but becauſe it offers violence to 
Let yourmo: © my Text , I cannot be ttue toit , or you, it ſome- 
deration be © what be, not added by way of vindication 5+ and it 
known unto © ſhall: bein- theſe ſixe . particulars, Firlt. 1s it probable 
allmen- © thatour Apoſtle, who el{whete, almoſt every where,is 
Lond. prin- c _— . , " . 
ted for Chr. ſo zealous for Unity againſt Schilmes,ſhould in any ſort 
Miredizhy © Tolerate them, and ſo voluntarily open a wide doore for 
$645: * diviſion? 'tn. this-very Epiſtle-hewrites'for Peace even 
a:Sure thy © paffionately but 'with- tirighty power , Phil; 52, 1. 2, 
Gentleman © It thete be any conſolation in Chrilt, if any comfort 
+ mitaken, © of Love, If any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any bowells 
thought Re. , and mercies, tulhll ye my joy, that ye be like-minded; 
mmirans © haveing the ſame Love,being of one accord, and of one 
ard Armj. * mind.” And in the next'Chap. 3. 16. ---- Let nswalkby 
nians bay © the aine Rule, let tis mind the ſame thing: expreſſions 
"een the © different from all licentibns Tolerations: the ſame A- 
—_ © poſtle abounds in ſerious Dchortations from Schiſmes 
© 1nd difſcntions, Row.13. 12. 16, 17. and as carnall, 
© x Cor..3. 3. and,inother places : And he dorh very of- 
© ten,exhort w.th earneſt words and arguments , not only 
© that we be like-minded, Rom: 15. 6. Phil, 2.2. and of 
© one mind,z Cor,13.12, but of the ſame mind, 1 Cv. ro, 
© ro. joyned,yea joynted tozerher in. the ſame mind , and 
© in the fame judgement : And is here the leaſt approbari- 
: 


on of that multiplying Do&trine # neither will chat _ 
cue, 
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© cuſe, ſo long as they all breath Chriſt ; tend to the ad- 


© vancement of Chriſt; it matters not : but let $. Paul an- 
© (wer this ObjeRion alſo, is Chriſt divided 2 x Cor: 1, 
© 13. Conſider it well, and ſeaſon your conſideration with 
© that of our Maſter Chriſt himſclfe, Mar. 9.50;Haveſalr 
* in your ſelves, and have Peace one with another : If we 
* were preſerved by humility from the corruptions of (elt- 
© opinion , it Would be no hard matter to embrace u- 
*nitY. 4s | 
Secondly, ſuch allowance” would prove deſtrytive to - 
© holinefſe both Perfonall and Domefſticall; Omni Religib 
© & pulla Religio , would ſoone be the ſame: ' Suppoſe 
*the husband of one opinion; the wife of another, the 
© Children, it, may be, of one or two other; and the Ser- 
© vants of as many more; 'what' ſhall -the 'Maſter of the 
© houſe do here? how performe the family duties? diver= 
© ſity of Opinions, like ſo many hatchets interruptingtheir 
* prayers, I Pet: 3. 7. chopping ' all devotion and piety in 
©pteces: as the Duke of Wittenberge was wont-to ſay, 
*New Garments introduce' new: manners, new manners 
© bring innew men, and new men thruſt out the old; {0 
© Opinions ſuffered will devour the old; and:the Toleration 
* of every Religion will deſtroy all Religion: and in conclu- 
* ſton leave no Religion at all, © + [x 
*Thirdly,this Liberty is inconſiſtent with civill tranquility; - . 
* the bleeding condition of our own nation at preſentis a 
* living,almoſt a dying witneſſe of this: and if that one Re- 
* ligion of Popery, fo tolerated as it was, hath brought in 
.C ; : , ST 
upon us ſo many deftruQions; what will that multiplica- 
* tion do, but halten defolation without recovery? tor eyc- 
* ry part would endeavour [fo ſupport it ſelte, rothe pre 
judice ofthe reſt; et __ de Religrone certatum eſt Regio, 
2 © dum 


A 
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© dum decal terra dmiſſ a, as it was ſaid long ſince: 

- ©Fonrrhly, the late Biſbops of Ireland may pur this Li. 
* berty to ſilence and ſhame; for when not long ſince a To- 
* eration of Popery in that Kingdome was propoſed they 
* faid, To give the Papiſts a Toleration is a | nk in, 


© and will make us -acceſſary to all their Abom nations 


© and the perdition allo of ſeduced ſovles. 
2) Defence  ©Fiftly, this may be currant Doftrine amongſt the Turks 
of Prop, p. © andthe grand ſeignior told his Mufti, that 1s, his chicte 
20, highly * Preiſt, As a Garden! is beautified with variety of flowers, 
commends * ſg his Empire would be adorned with diverſities of Re- 
this judge- © ligion: let ſuch- Toleration find allowance in the Turk's 
ment of the< p2radiſe; ir ſhall never, I truſt, be plantcd in the Para- 


wile Empe- (1. 
rour Soly.  Giſe of God "4 01 
— + "©Sixthly; Wee Have undertaken all. in the National! 
ſorry that © Covenant; the eſtabliſhment of ULziformity, and how can 
his Adver- © thatſtand with this Omxiformitie indeed N ulliformity, 1 
fery 4 of 4: © 19derſtand not: it was a prodigioule thing in the dayes of 
= _ Out- ©- Jeremiah the Prophet, Jer.” 2.28.according to the Num- 
a of thy Cities, _ oy Code - Jock : here wo 
oone appeare another kind of multiplying and tncreale; 
© but foud this fancy be never ſo nr 1-4 Divine pro- 
M. Humph, , Vidence hath (hur it out of our campe by our Covenant, 
Hardwick © a thing pleaſeing to God and: profitable to the King- 
- , wy gy . 
Ser. bef.re .* domes, by which: there is, and through Gods bleſſing 
the Comm: © may be the moſt famous blow. given to the whore of Ba- 
Jone 26, © bylon, and her - Baſtard Impes that ever yet was now to 
rms þ-90 4d have this ſticke amongſt'us, or laid aſide, whilſt Ta. 
Pe Pre t-< ants and Scaartes live in our Boſome bleſſing and in ſe- 


ed for Chr. . 
OY cret applauding themſelves that they have neither taken 
< this, norany of your former proteſtations This.is our cale 


© and I appeale to wiſer judgements, whether this may 
not 


| 


S 
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not be the way to lefſen, the hononr and Authority of the 

high court of Parliament, Confider I beſeech you (Wor- ,, ,,11,, 
© thy Chriſtians) that the vowes of Gol are upon you, you alwey bes 
© have abjur*d Neurralitic in your [ite ſolemne Covenant, fore {the 


© far beit from any of you to glory in a luke warm indif- ©om: Ociob; 


© ferency, as if it were a picce of ſingular Policy: you have 25:1543- 
"WE = d this N f deteſt _þ. 19. Lond, 
with your Tongues renounced this Neutralityas deteſta-{,"-*- 7 fab 
© ble, Follow the Lord in promoting a Narionall Reforma- £4, are. 
* tion you have an admirable Patterne the zealous Pro- 4;:b. 1644. 
* phet Elijah; I wiſh from my ſoule that a double portion 
* of his ſpirit, ma y be given unto you, that you may a 
© in his power and ſpirit, El:jah oppos'd Idolatry and 
© Oppreſſion ſo do ye down with Baals Altars, down with | 
" Baals Prieſis; Jo not (I beſeechyou) conſent unto a To- *) 4rch- 
© [eration of Baals Worſhip in this Kingdome upon any —_— i 
© Politicke conſideration whatſoever ---- Give me leave — _— 
C piers. 
tobe your humble Remembrancer, the mouths of your g,, 
* Adverlarices are op:ned againſt you, the hearts of your 
© true freinds are grievd, that ſo « many delinquents are in b) Honeſt 
© Priſon, and yet but very few of them brought to their Kyya!its. 
© tryall, Ye cannot preach, nor pray them © down dire&- M, Wilian 
*ly, and immediately --- well, tlrut which the Word can- Eeyner be- 
*nordo the the $xord ſhall; that which the water cannot _ = 
* waſh ontrhe fire will burne our, unto this particular the 3,",7 15" 
* Apoſtle apply's this very 4 Text in part namely concern- p, 12, : 
*ing the ſhakcing of the heavens 8c: an Earthquake ( asc) Erronrs 
* wee haye hea:d) was appointed to ſhake down the Cr- & Hereſe. 
© remoniall ordinances; now if this were neceſſary for the 4) H "8g! 
© abolition ofthat divine Worſhip, which had ſometimes 27:50" 
Cc . . Pr inted {or 
been by Gods own holy Inſtitution, how much more g,,,. z,. 
Cc . . , n 
(hall chat which hath beene of human Invention (yea the 4:74y 16. 4. 
2 : yea Ul Y 1044 
* very fumes and fogs of the bottomleſſe Pit) to Gods in- 
D 3 * finite 
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© finitediſpleaſure and diſhonour, be tumbled down with 
© violence , and vengeance to hell', from whence it 
© came. 
Mr. Thomas *©There is a word of Exhortation behind,and I beſeech 
Caſe Serm; © you ſuffer it. 
before the *Firſt, to you Honourable and noble Patrte, who are 
_ ag * called to be Reformers and healers of a poore broken 
ry 0%, Kingdom. Doth not indeed the puniſhing and ſuppreſſing 
printed for ®f [pirituall whoredomes againſt God,Idolatric, Hereſie, 
LkeFawne © Blaſphemie, and the reſt: doth it not belong unto you, 
at the Pay. © as well as the puniſhing bodily whoredomes,theft, mur- 


= in —_ dcr &c:2 doth it indeed belong to you 9!1cly to looke to 
uUYC 


yard. 1647. 


* thecivill peace, and to let Religion, and truth, and the 
*worſhip of God ſtand or fall to their own maſter? 
* fight God, fight Divell, fight Chriſt, fight Antichriſt, 
* catch that catch can, you have nothing to do but to ſtind 
*by and looke on) ſay fo then; ſpeake out, publiſh it in 
© your Declarations to the world, and letthe People of 
* England know, that it is the right and liberty, to which 
* the Subjceas of England are borne,that every man hold 
* whathe pleaſe, and publiſh, and preach what he holds; 
© that it is the birth-right ( as ſome would have it) of the 
* free borne people of Englanl, Every man to worſhip 
" God according tohis own Conſcience; and to be of whax 
* Religion his own Conſcience ſhall diate: do fo, and ſee 
; (Fathers and Brethren) how long your Civill pzace will 
(ecure you when Religion is deſtroyed; how long it will 

* be cre your civill peace be turned into civill war! for no 
© doubt if this once be granted them, but thy may in good 
© time come to know allo (there be them that are inſtrudts 
© ing themyevs in theſe principles roo)thar it is their birth- 
* right to be jreed from the power of man 
rom 
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© fromthe power of Kings; and totake up armes a2ain(i 
© both, when they ſhall not wote and af according to their hu- 
© mours, Liberty of Conſcience (falſly ſo called) may in 
© 000d time, improve it ſelte into liberty of Eſtates, and 
liberty of Houſcs, and liberty of wives, and in a word 
f liberty of perdition of ſoules and bodies. 
© Right Honourable and worthy Gentlemen : I cannor 

* ſtand to diſpute, this only would I know of you; are I- 
© dolaters, and Hereticks, and Blaſphemers,and Seducers, 
© are they evill docrs? it fo, then look to your charge. 
© Rom, 13. 3,4. Rulers muſt be a Terror to evill Doers, 
© unles ye mean to bear the ſword in waine, And it you will, 
© God will not; and if God take the Sword into his own 
© hand once, ( as he ſeems to bea doing of it) he will 
* {mite to purpoſe; he will execute vengeance throughly: 
© both upon the cvill docrs, and upon you thathave not 
* been a Terrour to them, Oh therefore up and be doing, ® Ser.bofere 
© that ye may deliver the Kingdome out of the han !*e Com: 
* of the Lord; for itisa feartull thing to fall into the p —_ 
* hands of the living God. O let not your patience (1 > $9P yo 
© hope it is no more all this while) be interpreted a Con- | 65,” h 
© nivence, and your Conuivence be taken for a Toleration, vid. Ammi- 
* it may be the Kingdoms ruine, but it will be your fin. #. Marcel. 

* « Fathers and Brethren, how will ye call this keeping of {i 22. P- 
© Covenant with God ? Had we a Parliament of Apoſtate H__ ; 
© Julians, of whom it is reported, that at whattime he o» j7,1,; "* 
* pened the Temples of the Heatheniſh Gods, he ſer 0- Defence of 
© pen the Chriſtian Churches, call'd home all the Ciri- the Prop, 
© ſtians whom he had baniſh't, both Orthodox and Here. £4%s th of 
© tick, and gave them(as we call it) Liberty of Conſci- /**" © 
© ence, but as Auſtiz more truly phraſcth it ,  Liberratem: ren 6 
* perdi:zots, Liberty to deſtroy themſelves; for owes lying. p.cY, 

TC 
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* his Policy and end , namely by liberty of all Religions; 
* to deſtroy the True , and the Profefſors thereoftoo, Or 
men poſſe "had we a Parliament of careles Gallio's we ſhould not 
perire de _ Wonder : bur for a Parliamentof Chriſtians,Proteſtants, 
terris &c, © Profeſſors, the Choiſeſt , the moſt ative that could be 
x called out of a Chriſtian State, the like not under heaven 
- that theſe things ſhould be done , and you hold your 
peace, and be able to keep your places, and not to put 
. On righteouſnes as a breaſt-plate, and the Garments of 
vengeance for your cloathing as it is ſaid of God; this 
- makes the Churches abroad to wonder what Englands 
- Parliament is a doing; and all at home thar love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt more then their own intereſts and notions, 
* to be filled with unſpeakable trembling and aſtoniſh- 
* ment, to wit, what God means to doe with this poor 
* bleeding Church and State. 

Ser: before *©If you mean that England ſhall be turncd into a wil- 
the Comm; * dernes, and be over-run with Atherſme, and Hereſie, and 
Aug.22. * Prophaneneſs, and Bl:ſphemy, you may hold your hands, 

1645-P.29- © and you need not do itlong, 
Ser. before * TheErrours and Innovations under which we fo 
the Comm: © much groan'd of later years, were but tolerable rneptie, 
Feb. 19. ©rtolcrabletrifles, childrens play , compared with thele 
1645-25. © damnable dorines, Dorines of Devills as the Apoſtle 
© calls them: Polygamy, Arbitrary Divorce, Mortality of 
© the Soule, No Miniſtery, no Churches, No Ordinances, 
© No Scripture; yea, the very Divinity of Chriſt and the 
© Holy Ghoſt queſtioned by ſome, deny'd by others, 
* And the very foundation of all theſe laid in ſuch a 
© Schiſme of boundleſſe Liberty of Conſcielice 712: Be- 
© Ieeve what you will, and Preach whar you beleive, and 
* ſuch lawlefle ſeparation of Churches: and all theſe nor 
* onely 


Eo modo ; 
putans Chris 
ftianum no» 
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* not onely whiſpered in Corners , butPreacht on the 
: houſe top, yea, publiſht in Prizt before your faces with 
' ſo much virulency ard impudence, that I verily belceve 
no Age ſince the Apoſtles time could ever parallel, 

There be a Generation of men in the Land that ſtand , 3%" 
©up !orall kind of talle Worſhip; that every man "mt 
c Vorlbip God after his ann Conſcience or it they will nor May 26. 
Own it in words at length they will have it in figures: And 1647. þ-25 
; if they may not, are ready, not onely to cry, but to act 
: Perſccution,and that to pu pole: for while they cry Per- 

: ſerution glad1o oris the are ready ' to a& perſecution ore 

gl1417,] pray God it may never be engliſh'd. M. fobu 
.  Thereisa great talke of, and pleading for Liberty of LA 
' Conſcience, for men do in matters of Religion, as Iſracl,;,/ pr 
; did inthe booke of Judges, whatſoever ſeemeth good in 4,g. Y 
: their own cyes; and how that proved there, there are1645.-p.30, 
' fad ſtories thar relate: I ſhall not goe about to. deter-Lons.print- 
_ mine the queſtion, whether the Conſcience may be*4 for 4nd. 
. bound or not, though for mine own fatisfaQion I am re- _ = 
: lolved it may, and do hold ic a truer point in Divinity rs 
; that errvans conſcientta l;iganda, then ligat, but certainly Rk Ch: 
j the Dewill in the Conſcience may be, nay he mult be yard. 1645. 
' boundor elſe you a& notaccording to that vigour that 
; Chriſt hath put into your hands: nor according to that *)V. Tho: 
* exaQneſle thar Chriſt requirerh at your hands it is _— 

indeed which is ſo much talked of, chat Chriſt alone muſt* __ 
Ya . | = Com:Decem 
' reigne in the ' Conſcience, bur it is as true alſo, thathe 29,1549. 
: doth ſo by the Power that he hath put into the hands ofp.17. Lond- 
| the Magiſtrate,as well as by his word and ſpirit. Printed fol 
- It Conſcience be a ſufficient plea, the Papiſt will come Ke. Smith 
"in for a Childs part... Conſcience muſt hayea Rule, it © '** oy 
© binds onely Tirtwe precepti, by vertue of a precepr, It OY 

""M CConfoience YO 
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Mr. Hughe® © Conſcience againſt the Word, Deponenda eſt talis Corſc;. 
1 engage be Epntia, Get conſcience better informed. I muſt ſay that 
fore the , *1| : of fr 
Con May , "he Tol-7a:10 of all things muſt be a deſtruRive principle 
*totheState or Church where ever it be allowed, Expe. 


26.1647. : p 
P-34- Lond. © ricnce hath ſhew'd us no/leffe in Kingdomes and Chyr- 


Printed for © ches Called by Gods name, Theſe are onely ſuggeſted 
-_ Roth. © hich need a larger Treatiſe to ſtate fully, Ye Servants 
-- : i = ,, © of Chriſt, take heed of yeelding to the pretences of Con. 

©ſctence , the Devill and not Chriſt hath; his Throne 


tain in - 
Pauls Ch; © there; And no ſtronger hold for him than Conſcience if 
yard, ©heoncetake it Chriſt will not ſuffer him to ſhelter there, 


© therefore ye may not; fo much as in you lycth, 

Doubt. © Doe not other States,as ſome of the united Provinces 
*tolerate all thefe Herefies, and prote& them, and yet 
© they proſper? whomore? I defire not to:deal with other 
© States,nnles I might do themgood,I am now only called 
© to'our own, yer others being made exemplary, a word in 
©foberneffe and truth may not offend. I ſtg>eſt onelytheſe 


Sol; 


, —_— 

1. Can any manſay,that proſperity is a ſign peculiar un. 
© to Truth? then let Rome come in and ſpeake more than 
*any for outward: proſperity: LON 

2. © Arc not ſpiritnall wickecnefles'ns odiotts ro God 
©25 carnall? and-are not theſe Hereftes'ſuch, which God 
© condetmnesas workes ofthe flcth inconſiſtent with the 
*Kingdome of 'Chrilts | DOT. 

3. ©Hath God made anend yer: of viſtting Nations for 
© the finnes ofthem? when God hath done judgeing wete 
©a better time to- urge this Example then now, I pray 

.. © Godthe cvill day may not over takethofe Stares; the 
©500d Lord cauſe the -Cup oftremblittg to paſſe by them 

* and purge their iniquities peacebly, Bur I am or in 
pirir 


— MT a a0 <—{ 
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© Ppirit to ſay God hath not ſpared ſuch State Politics, 
* which have ſought their own riſe by the ruine of God and , 
his Truth. Witnefſe Jeroboam the ſonof Nebat who 
© made Iſrael toſfin, And he bids fin that doth not hinder 
© it when he can ---Gods Truth, my beloved, and nor 
© mans example mult be the Rule «= it Hereſies yet muſt 
'© be, let us monrne for what wee cannot help; itis a mi- 
* ſcrable neceſſity when notallowed; it will be rejoycing 
© in iniquity,cither for State or Church willfully to to- 
©lerate, -t 

© Though God hath given us glorious vidories over y p4.c,. 
© our enemies, yet the Churches of Chriſt ly delolate j1,y$er;be. 


© Church reformation is obſtructed, Church-Dilcipline fire the Ld 


© unſetled Church Diviſions increaſed. The famous Mayor Fax. 
© City of London isbecome an Amſterdam, Seperg- 141545» 


©tion from our Churches is countenanced Toleratun is? 5* 
'C 


cryed up, Authority aflcep, ---- It would ſeem awon g,, z.cy. 


© der if I ſhould reckon how many ſeperated Congregations phe Lords 


* or rather Segregations, there are in the Citie: what Dec. 25. 
* Churches againſt Churches &c: ---- the Lord Knows 1644-P-13+ 
* that I mentiontheſethings with a ſad heart, Diviſions ,, c,0,, >. 
* whether_they\. be Eccleſiaſticall or Politicall in King- ,\ 
© domes, Cities, and Families, are infallible cauſes of ruin 
* to K ingdomes, Cities aud Families, 
© Hereby the hearts of People are mightily diſtracted, þ, 14. 
© many arehindred from Converſion, and even the God- 
* ly themſelves have loſt much of the power of Godlineſſe 
© in theirlives, I ſay the hearts of People mightily di- 
© ſturbed, while one Miniſter wreeckath one thing as a 
*truth of the Goſpell , and another Miniſter preach- 
* ety the quite contrary with as mach Confidence as 
© the former, 


"mi If 
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© If Diviſions be ſo deſtrudtive to K ingdomes, Cities and | 
© Families? this reproveth thoſe that are the Authors and 
© Fomenters of theſe Diviſions that are now amongſt us, 
© Theſe are the incendiaries of England, If he thar | 
* ſers one houſe on fire deſerveth hanging, much more 
* they that ſeta whole Kingdome on fire, If he that 
* murders one man muſt be put to death, much more 
*he that murders three Kingdomes: Marke them, (faith 
* the Apoſtle) Rom, 16. 17.) that cauſe Diviſions and 
* offences contrary to the Do&rine which yee have 
© Learned and avoid them as the great eſt enemies of 
* England. Theſe are like the Salamander that can- 
* not live but in the fire of contention. Theſe are of a 
* Jeſuiticall ſpirit. And no doubt the heads and hands of 
P. 33. * the Jeſvitsarein all our Diviſions. Take heed of the 
* Land-deſtroying-opinion. of thoſe that plead for an illi. 
© mired tolcration of all Religions, even of Turkiſme ; 
© Tudaiſme 8c: The Lord keep us from being poiſoned x 
Mat.12-25-< with ſuch an Error! * This Text riscth upagainſt it, for 
5 wing" th it will divide a Kingdome againſt it ſelfe. It will rend ir 
tea a Link © into athouſand pieces, Itjs a DoQtrine direQtly contrary 
it ſelfe © to your late Oath and Covenant. A Doftrine that over- 
brought to © throweth all Church Government, bringeth in Confuſi. 
Deſolatihn. © gn, and openeth a wide doore unto all irreligion and 
© Atheilme:For at the ſame doore thar all falſe Religions 
© comein, the true Religion will quickly get ont, and it it" ; 
©be as good for aman tolive where nothing'ts lawfull, 
© as where all things are lawfull: ſurely it is every way as 
© uncomfortable to live where there are all Religions, as 
© where there is no Religion at all, 
'©Itis your Duty (Right Honourable ) whom, God 


*hath berruſted with great power, to {uppreſle theſe Di- 
| viſions 


P. 37. 
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« viſions and Diferences in Religion, by your Civil Autho« 
* rity, as farre as you are able, leaſt you be acceflary un- 
© to them, For God hath made you Cuſtodes utrinſy; Ta- 
© þyle, Keepers not of the fecond table only ( as ſome 
© fondly imagine ) but of the firſt Table alſo, and not on- 
ly Keepers, but wmmarces utriuſy; Tabule, Puniſhers alſo 
* of thoſe thattranſgrels againſt cither of them , for you 
*are the Miniſters of Go4 for good,and Revengers to cxe- 
*cute wrath upon him thar dot evill Rom. 13. 4. and 
* Gol hath deputed you for the punithment of evill doers, 
© and for the praile of ther that do well. r Pet. 2, 19, 
© There be ſome that would blot our halte your Commil- 
* ſion, and reſtraine this good and evill, to'civill good and 
"toevills only againſt men. Bur this is againſt that gene- 
*rall Rule, Non eſt diſtinguendum, ubi Lex non drftinguit, 
* Where the Law doth not diſtinguiſh, there muſt not we 
* diſtinguiſh. Tell me I beſcech you, ſhall it be lawfull 
* for Magiſtrates to puniſh thoſe that deſtroy mens bodies, 
* but not thole that deſtroy mens ſouls > Shall they be 
© blamed for ſuffering men to draw people away from o- 
© bedience to-the Laws of the Land , and to themſelves, 
© and not allotor ſuffering men to draw away people from 
* the truth of the Goſpell, and from the ways of God, 
ſuch as Hymenew and Philetus , who overthrow the 
© faith of ſome, and their words earte as a Canker > ſhall 
© Chriſtian Magiſtrates take up the Maxime of Tiberius, 
© Deorum injurtas Dit cure ſe # Let God himlelte rake 
© care to vindicate himſclfe from injuries committed a- 
© oainſt God > as for mee, I will ( juſt like Gals) rake 
* care of none of theſe things. Can Chriſtian cares endure 
*ſuch Language > Doth- not God propheſy , 1ſarah 49. 
© 23, That inthe New Teſtament Kings ſhall be our Nur- 
| E 3 * ing 
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© ſing Fathers, and Queens our nurſing Mothers > An4 
© how can a Chriſtian Magiſtrate diſcharge that duty a. 
© right if he hath not power from God , to puniſh thoſe 
© that would poyſon the ſoules of his weake children wirh 
© Hereſies and ſoule deſtroying opinions? 
Obje8. © Will you allow the Magiſtrate ro Tyrannize over 
Anfp: mens Conlciences, By no meanes, But belicye ir is 
"ſm: c the duty of Magiſtrates to keep men from inteRing their 
© Subjects with ſoule deſtroying Errors. It thou haſt an 
© Hereticall Opinion, have it to thy ſelte, and the Ma- 
© oiftrate will not; nay, cannut meddle with thy Private 
© Conſcience, But if thou laboureſt to infe& others with 
© thy Grace-deſtroying Opinions, I doubt not but the Ma. 
* giltrate is bound to keep theefrom ſpreading thy infeRi. 
© on tothe undoing of the Soules of his Subjeas it he ma 
© lawſully ſhut up a manthat hath the Plague upon his bo- 
© dy that he may not infe& others, why not the man that 
© hath the Plague of Hereſie upon his Soule, that fo he 
© may not deſtroy the ſoules of Thouſands, Shall a maſter 
* ina family have pawer to put away a Servant that is tain- 
© ted with a grofle opinivn, aud yer not be called a Ty- 
© rant overthat Servants Conſcience? and ſhall notthe 
© cheife Magiſtrate of a Kingdome have power to put out 
© ofhis Kingdome ( at lealt to ſhut up from doing hurt) 
© one that is his Subje& and polluted with blaſphemous 
© Hereticall Idolatricall Opinions? 
©Is not the Kingdome the Magiſtrates honſe and 
© family? 
Ser: before * This is a certaine Rule, That all the Sins of the Kings 
the Comm. © dom which are commitred by your connivence or allow- 
07.22. © anceare the Parliament fins, and they call for a Parlia- 
1644 P-26- © mzentRepentance. And therefore I beſecch you ſearch and 


*tty 
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* try your hearts, and conſider how far you are acceſſary 

© tothe ſins of the Kingdome, that {© you may be wroughr 

© up,not only to a perſon2ll, but a Parliament humilia- 

© tion- And it it doth appear , that you have rakcn more 

© care in ſerling your own Liberties, then in ſerling of Re= 

* ligion : if you have taken more cate to build your own 

© houſes then Gods houſe, this is a crying Sin ; and this 

© makes you acceflary to a thouſand Sins that are commit- 

© ed in tae Kingdome, Againe, it you do not labour ac- 

© cording to your duty , ha. according to your power, to 

© ſuppreſs the Errors and Herefies, that are ſpread in the 

* Kingdome; all theſe Errors are your errors , and theſe 

© Herefies are your Herefies,and they are your Sins , and 

© God calls for a Parliamentary Repentance from you for 

* them this day; You are the Anabaptiſts, and you are the 

© Antinomians, and it is you that hold That all Religions are 

ro be tolerated &c.And theſe are your Errors if they fpread 
© by your Comnwence, For the Sims of the Sons of old Ely 

*are imputed to old Ely himſelfe. And when the People 

© of Ifrael had prophaned the Sabbath, Nehemiah con- yy x (6 
©rended with the Nobles of Judah for ſuffering them, and gaxter Ho. 
©rells them, that it was they that did prophane it; be- ly Common- 
© cauſe they ſuffered the People to prophane ir, Nh, 15, wealth- 
©17., Addition to 


© It was none of the Old cauſe that the People ſhould ag 9 me 
*have Liberty andthe Magiſtrate ſhould have »o Poner in ,,;,.1 we 
© a//marters of Gods Worſhip, faith and Confcience, Tho: Un- 


© And as it is not the. Old 'Cauſe, ſo it is .not a derbil at 


© Good cauſe, © the Anchir 
FFor firſt, it contradieth the exprefſe Revelation of the _" : - 


* will of God, in the holy Scriptures. Moſes had todo in 5,11. 
« © matrers of Religion as a ' Magiſtrate; and To the rung 1 559. 
Elders 
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© Elders of Iſrael that aTiſted him, And fo had the Kinos 
© of Iſrazl and Judah, as is well known inſomuch thar in 
© Aſa's dayes they Covenanted to put him to Death that 
© would not ſeck the Lord God of Iſracl. 2. it tendeth to 
© the ruine of the Commonwealth: and therefore it is no 
* good cauſe, How God was provoked by Aarons Calte, 
© and by his Sons, that offered ſtrange fire which the Lord 
* commanded notLew. 10. & whatwas the effe&,and what 
© benefit the Calves at Dan and Bethel, brought to Iſrael 
* and Jeroboams houſe, and the high places, and other 
© Errours about worſhip, brought to the Princes and Peo- 
© ple of Judah wee need not particularly recite, 

* Law and Providence are quite changed, it Tolerati. 
fon of talſe Worſhip and other abuſes ot Religion, tend 
* nOtto the ruine of the Commonwealth. 

* If Magiſtrates muſt give Liberty for all to propagate 
© a falſe Religion, then ſo muſt Parents and Maſters Fo: 
© (for their + AIR power is rather lefſe then the Ma- 
* giſtrates then more; andrhcy are no more Lords of faith 
© or Conſcience) But if all Parents and Maſters ſhould 
* giveſuch a Liberty, it would be a crime ſo horrid inthe 
© nature and effects, as lam loath to name with'its pro- 
* per Titles. a | 

© Apari: it tendeth to the Deſtrution of an Army,to 
© giveliberty to all men to do their worſt to draw them to 
© Mutinics and Rebellio-n: it tends to the ruine of familics 
© that all have liberty to do their worſt ' to tempt the Sons 
* to Theft and drunkennefſe,and the Wite and Daughter - 
© to whoredome: 'it tends tO the Deſtruction of the Come 
© monwealth if there be liberty for all to perſwade the 
* the People to Sedition and Rebellion: and therefore it 
* muſttrend tothe deſtruQion ofthe Church, and eps 

ouls 
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| © ſouls. 2hd © conſequently of the 'Commonwealth inthe 
© cheife reſpes, 'ifall have leave todo their worlt'to 
© preach vp infidelity, Mahometatiſme, Popery, or any 
P P y y 
© fxlſe Doftrine-or Worlhip, againſt the great and necefla- 
& Truths, ws v7.1] & od i. © 
* T leave it thetefore to the judgement /afall menthar 
* arerot falt afleep in their ſecurity,” /and-utterly' unacs 
© quainted with the advantages of the Papiſts;whetner this 
, | 0m of engageing the Magiſtrate: by a fundamentall 
|,» *© conftiention,not to meddle with matters+-of faith: and 
* VVorſhip, 'bur [cave them all ro Chrift alone, be not the 
* preſent Ching up of Popery iti Enghand-and the -deliver- 
4 DS, i 
inga'l the fruit of our labours, Prayers and viQories in- 
©to the Papiſts hands. | | 
© 04j. But Liberty. foriPopery and Prelacy is ſtill ;ex- 
© cepted. Poſh; nol yore iro bf 
- Aſn: by whom? --» But if there had been an excepti- 
* on againſt Popery put in, it would have been to little 
* purpoſe, as long as a generall Rule is laid ' down that | 
* condemneththat exception. For if it be the ſtanding Rule, j,,,.,, 5+. 
* that matters of Religion and faith,/and all marters ofy,fye the 
* VVorſhip are out of the Magiſtrates power: to lay then, Houſe of 
* that Popery ſhall be excepted from Liberty,is to lay the Ma- Peers. Dec. 
© oiſtrate (hall (intrnde into the proper Office of Chrilt) 30- 20a 
* toreſtraine the Papilſts, db "6 
4,* VVell, ſeeing theſethings are fo;That fin will ind y,;Þ 4. 
£ our «5; fer this be the uſe wee make of it, tobe caretull 5,4 Gelli- 
© to find out zt; and tobegin with thar firſt, brand at the 
© This isthat "which lyes upon us all: But eſpecially 3razen ſer- 
© (to ſpeake a word in Seaſon) uponthoſe which have theP®# 
© Government of Kingdomesand Commonwealths com- * 1” 546. 
© mitted unto them. Theſe had need to find out finmore” p. 35. 
F © eſpecially 
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P. 36. © eſpecially, for the ſafcty and wellfare of that State,which 
© they have the ordering,and manageing of, 
© Firſt, their own Perſonall Sins. 

P-37-& 38 ©Secondly they are to find out allo the fins of the 
© Kingdome, [ have already adminiſter'd ſome help in this 
© performance by the hint of thoſe Sins before mention'd 
© all which I hnmbly defire may be taken into ſerious Con. 
© fideration, and eſpecially (which grows ſo much upon us 
© 2nd which threatens ſo much evill to us} the Sin of L;. 
© bertiniſme and Tolerationwhich is the ring-leader ofall ©, 
* thereſt and involvesall others, with is, O bs this ſhould 
* ever be once mentioned amonelt us here in England, 
© who have enjoyed fo much of the Goſpell of Truth as 
© wee have done; derived to us from our Godly fore-ta. 

* thers, ſealed to-us by the blood of the Martyrs, proſecut- 
*ed with ſo many Bleſſings, and viQories, and Gratjous 
© ſucceſſes both of former and latter times, to-the admi. 
* ration both of Enemies and Friends; is this the fruit and | 
* iffue ofall that God hath done for us? and do all over- | 
© tures of Reformation come to this? Surely God cannot 
* but take ir very ill from us, that we ſhould bur incline 
* and leane hereunto; As he ſaid to David of his building 
© of the Temple; Thou did(t well that it was in thine heart 
© and accordingly was well pleafed with him. So will he 
| * ay to-us of our my carriage; That iris ill that 

g © itis in.our heart; if fo be, ic be come fo far, as 

© I hopit is not. What? when we have ſo much ”_ I 
* edagainſt Popery and Superſtition, (ſhall wee now begin | 
©tro think of Indifferency and Toleration? Certainly ls. 
© buta ſorry exchange ofa Bad Religion for none. Al- 
© though indeed it will be no- exchange, but rather a fur- 


© ther Confirmation: Toleration of all other Errours dock 
© but 
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© but ſtrenghten Popery amongſt thereſt, which will at 
© leaſt think ſo well of it ſelfe as to come in for a Childs 
© part. 

6 There is a Generation who look for much at your ode mma 
© hands, and yet ask nothing , I mean by way of humble 5.,. zefore 
© Petition. When they find you, or themſelves in ſuch a the Comm: 
© poſture, asthat they cannot be denied , ir may be you Sep. 25. 
© may heare of them, Befides the many loofe, prophane, ae oY 
A wr ſcandalous Miniſters , there are a new ſort riſen a- G. fo 7, 
* mongſt us, who have thruſt themſelves into the Lords |,,,.1 a 
* Vineyard, Its no leffe then Perſecution (ſo they com= the Fun in 
© monly give out) to defirethat their tuſpitious Opinions Pauls Chz 
* may be examined according torhe word of God , and yard. 1644. 


© they commanded to forbeare the publiſhing and ſpread- P.41+ 


* ing of them for the preſent, There be many dangerous 
© Books abroad, Jinmeren at leaſt, Ile ſay no more, 


Liberty of Conſcience, 
The bloody Tenent 
The compaſſionate Samaritan 


Zobn Baptiſt, 


© Conſider alſo « his willy and beware of them, 1. f. ++: 
© he had many Wives, even ſeavenhundred Wives,Prin- |, : a 
© ceſles, and three hundred Concubines, 5 let nor us have ,,, . - 
© as may Religions. There's ſome Analogy between the : 


"© one and the other. 2. There was in his daies firſt a 


© Connivance at Idolatry, then open Toleration, and with- 

*all Apoſtacy, theſe Wives turned away his heart after 

© other Guds; w, 4. he built an high place for Chemeſp the 

: Abomination of Mok : o_ for Molech the Abomina ti- 
2 


On 
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© onof the Childrenof' Awms, and likewiſe did he for 
* all his Rtange wives, 457,'8., Ovſerve.the Gradation, 
* firſt Connivance,then open Tolcratton,herewithall Apo. 


LI 


© tacys £20 tt | 
Mr.Matbew ' © No Reformation of: Religion now : now nothing will 
pagan x larisfy lone} bur'a Taleration of al Religions, and all O- 
ext yur Z pi ior: :Chiurch-Governmient, qo art to ſome a 
ment Sept. , fiction; to.others- Tyranny , and Perſecution. Ah Bre. 
12.1644. * thren,this isa Provocation;and will beg Provocation, for 
Lond. prin- © this God amay:turve us;into che. VWildernefle againe,. 
ted for Ch: «105 Wee: ater. growne jheygnd), Armigianifme, Brow- 
Ai : * niſm} Anabaptiſme;;'- weare come (1, meane many 
+P-3 '©among' ns) 'to downright Libertinifme, There are 
© two Opinions, which-it encourag'd (and they are en- 
B+ 36- Fcouragdvif connived at) willopen a doore to; Turcilme, 
© ſudaifme, Atheiſme,,\Belycheilmez, any awonſter of O- 
© pinion. The one is. That every man is to be left to the 
* Liberty of his own Religion,'an opinion contended for 
* bythe bloody Tenetrs,, Iohn Baptiſt, Liberty of Conſci- 
© ence, An opinion moſt pernicious and deſtruQive, as ty 
© the foules of men; fo - ro'the' Common-weale of the 
© Kingdome, Privvca ell 
© Libertas illa quidlibet credend: (faith Gerard) nhil a- 
© l;ad quan Libertas errand; © c. That Liberty of belceving 
© whar men will: (or of, holding whar faith they pleaſe 
;- 538 6cherithenaliberty of erring, and vf enring ina mat- 
« ter -rhav6oncernes the /erernall-;-Salvarion ofthe Soule, 
© wherein \xoctre,cannor- bar be-molt dangerous and de- 
[< traAives===-: Diverſity -of Religion; diſ-joynes and dil- 
© tras:he minds: of men, and is the,Y.cminary of perpe- 
©ryall-hatrods;jealouſies, $cdirions; wartes, jay, thing 


* inthe worldbez»and. in 4 little rume, gicher-a Schlme:in 
1 the 
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© the State begets a Schiſme in the Church,or a Schiſme 
© inthe Church, begcts a Schilme in the State, Thar is, 
© cither Religion and the Church is prejudic'd by Civill 
© Contentions, or Church controveriies and diſputes about 
© Opiniofis breake out into Civill Warres, Mex will at 
© laſt take wv Swords and Speates, ſtead of Pens: and defeat! 
* by Armes what they cannot do by argwnents, Once for all ir 
© is the Preſervation and Reformation of Religion which 
* ou have Covenanted to endeavour, and not a Liberty of 
* Opinion; - that will conſiſt with neither. Ir is the Extir- 
* pation-of Herefie and Schilme that you have -Covenant-= 
© ed: whichifro be connived at, why doth the Apolite 
© 'tprove the Corinrhians for their Schilme, ſo much? and 
; why doth our Lord Jeſus commend the Angell of the 
* Chutch of Epheſus,tor reying tho(e which ſaid they wete 
© Apoſtles, and were nuts And: wy is the Angell 'of the 
*Church of Thjai:ra reproved for ſuffering that woman Je- 
* zabelwho called her ſelf a Prophetes,to teach and ſeduce: 
© if once wee come to- this, that any. man be ſuffered to 
© teach whav he pleaſerh, to ſeduce whom he lift, tobe of 
© whar faith, or Religion. ſeemges good in his own-eycs, 
© farewell Covenant, farewell Reformed Religion, farcywell 
© the Peace and Gloty of England, if that day once.come. 
© But you (Right Honourable) I hope better things of you 
© though Lthus ſpeake.. Lhopewhile you live ;and fir in 


* Parliament, this (ball never Þc-lt is not uſual,nay,ir;isnor 


£ poJible that theywhich love; ad. fincerely,ſhould.de- Serm: at 
** fire to cheriſh differing Religlomts;for [t 15 molt ccrtaihe Pals Feb. 8 


© he that admits contrary Re 
* chem... BR 


igions, belicves.neithee, of 1946. Loud. 
; Printed for 
Ch. Mere-' 


:+"< Bug then:the queſtion will be, Sceing there-will e4;yy 1646. 
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* difference af judgement,and Opinion whi 
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fearth,then how,or how far is this difference of judgement 
© to be permitted? how or whercin may Chriſtians differ 
* from one another in judgement, and yet ought to be to- 
© lerared and born with 

* This is my Brethren a very grave and difficult Queſti- 
© on, and to me conſidering how many places there are 
© wherein the holy Ghoſt calls upon us to endeavour to 
© be of one mind, of the ſame mind, and of the ſame judg. 
© ment; itis eaſier to tell you, wherein we may. now Aiffe, 
*in judgement, and wherein differences in judgement 
© May not be tolerated then to tell you wherein they 
* may. 

* Firſt therefore I ſay that as an abſolute unity in judge- 
© ment, that we ſhould all be of the ſame mind in all things 
* is ſcarce to be arttained in this life, though it be to be 

endeavoured, fo an Univerſalll and abſolute Liberty of 
judgement, for every man to differ when he plealeth, 
*and in what he pleaſeth, to be of what Opinion and faith 
© hewill, is not to be endeavoured, if it might be attain'd, 
* nor isit to be tolerated or permitted. I know no war- 
© rant, no preterice. of warrant for it in allthe Booke of 
© God: Scripture no where faith, Let every man be of 
* what opinion, and of what fairh he pleaſeth, let every 
* man be left to his own judgement. ; 

© Particularly, Liberty of Opinion or judgement is 
not to be granted, or indulged, in ſuch things asare in- 
jurious to God, aud deſtrucive to the ſoules of men; 
nor wherein the Difference of judgement and opinion 
will neceſſarily and unavoidably, ex natera ret produce 
© arent and Schiſme in the Church of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1.10. 
* Now I beſeech you Brethren, by the name of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt, thar ye all ſpeake the ſame thing, and thar 


© there 


c 
« 


GH Q A A 


[45] 


© there be no Diviſions among you: but that ye be per- 
© fely joyned together in the ſame mind, and in the fame 
© judgement, Rom.10.17, I beſeech you Brethren marke 
© them that cauſe Diviſions and Offences among you, con- 
© trary to the Dodrine that you have receiv'd & ---- --- 
© what> Tolcrate them? no, avoid them, Gal. 5. 12, I 
* would they were even cut off that trouble you. Nothing 
* can be clearer rhen theſe Scriptures are, againſt the To- 
© erarion of all Doftrines, and particularly of thoſe that 
© trouble, rend, divide the Church. 

© But (to fpeak a little to the Poſitive) it there be a La- 
*ritude, and a Liberty of judgement lett, ir is firſt in ſuch 
things asare not clearly and poſitively laid down in 
* Fcripture, and therefore are not of the Fundamentalls, 
© and effentialls of Faith and Worſhip , for there is for 
* theſe, clear and undoubred Light in Scripture, 

* Secondly, it is in things that are of privare and fingle 
* praRtice, and not of open converſe,or Church-fellowſhip 
© and Communion, And yet even in thele things, this Li- 
* berty is not to be aflumed, ar leaſt , not tobe practiſed 
* without much tenderneſs and circumſpeRion. 

* Firſt care muſt be had of keeping thoſe Opinions 
* whercin we differ from others, private to ur ſelves, not 
* troubling or perplexing the Conſciences of others with 
*them. This is the injunRtion Rome. 14. 22. Haſt thon 
* Faith? have it to thy ſelfe before God. The Faiththere 
©(poken of, is a particular perſwaſion, touching the free 
* uſe of all creatures, and the Liberty of all dayes. And 
* this Faith, this perſwaſion was according to- the truth 
* (as ts clear by the Apoſtles Argumentation in that chap- 
*ter) yet (aith the Apoſtle, Haft thou Faith? have it to thy 
*lele betore God: doe not ſay, I am. fully perſwaded of 


© my 


P. 18. 


P.21, 
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f my liberty, and therefore I ought to profeſs it, and hol4 
f jt out in my practice , whatever become of others; itis 
© therruth of God, and I muſt hold it forth': No faith the 
© Apoſtle, have it to thy ſelfe. And if a man who hath a 
© privite oPinion in re med:a, muſt keep it to himſelfe, 
* though ir be a truth, much more muſt they whoſe opi- 
© nions are falſe and erroneous. Certainly there is ſcarce 
© any difference of judgement fo {mall , and in ir ſelte in. 
conſiderable ,. but the divulging and proprgnting of it 
may prove very dangerous and pernittous, and in the e- 
vent intolcrable, ; 
© Suppoſe a man ſhould be of this Opinion , that it is 
" unlawfull to eat things ſtrangled, or blood: if ſuch a man 
* keep his Opinion to himſelfe, and make it a rule only to 
* his own practice: let him enjoy it till he can be other. 
© wile informed , and perſwaded in his Conſcience. Bur 
* ithe will now goe publiſh this Opinion, and intangle the 
© Conlciences of others; and ſeeke to draw diſciples afer 
* kim, and make a party, and cauſe diviſion and diflenſion 
* amongſt the People of Gol; 
© This is not to be tolerated; Private perſons ofa diffe 
© ing judgement, if they live quietly, frequent the publick 
* Aſſemblies of Worſhip, and are not.diſcerned to diſturb 
the peace cither of State or Church, by any ſecret un- 
© derminings,arc to be tolerated,in hope of their converſi- 
© on, and for publicke peace ſake. But if theſe men (hall 
* begin to-ſpread their errours in publicke, to invegle and 
* draw others to them, | t9 begtile the ſimple, and fo 
"to trouble the publicke peace, they are to be te- 
© trained 
© Had all that profeſſe the Goſpell in England,made 
© Conſcience to be ofthe ſame mind , andthe ſame judge- 
| ment 


C 
c 
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* ment with their Brethren, and the reſt ofthe Churches 
* of Chriſt, as far as poſſibly; and where they cavnot, 
© where there isa neceſſity of differing, had they made 
- Conſcience to keepe their differences from appearing in 
- Publick , to have their private opinions and faith to 
| themſelves, and not intangle the weake with theirdoubt- 
full Diſputations; forbeareing to judge or deſpiſe thoſe 
that are not of their opinion, loving them ſtill as Brethren, 
- hot cenſuring them as profane, Antichriſtian, fighters 
* eainſt the Light; had theſe things (I ſay) beenearrented 
*to,onall hands, our breaches [had never beene fo great 
* as now they are,nor ſhould the lovers of truth and Peace 
* have had ſo much cauſe to lament them. 
* But where is the fault you will ſay? True it is there 
* are diviſions, (ad diviſions , danger threating diviſions a- 
* mong us, but where is the fault? I know there'are many 
© that lay all the fault upon thoſe whom they call Presby- 
* rerians, and-ay it is their rigour, and their pride and am- 
© bition, their Spirit of Dominarion that is the cauſe © 
* all rheſe diviſions; Thus ſay the Antizomians, and thus 
* the Separatiſts,and thus the Anabaptiſts, and thus the 0- 
* chers ' ſay. Now the Lord judge between us and 
* them, and lethis people that heare judge this day. 
© Who are they that divide in judgement from all the 
© Reformed Churches of Chriſt in the world, that have 
* Opinions and judgements ditfering from the Opintons 
* & judgements of all the Reformed Churches?we or the 
* Anabaptiſts> we or the Separatiſts, we or the --»-£ Poſt» 
© bly they will all ay,they are of the ſame Opinion with 
© the Reformed Churches in fundamentalls,as well as we: 
* and their differences, are. but 1 miutioribus, Now lup- 
Cz * poſing 


aoainſt God, men that will _— ſhut their eyes a- 
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© poſeing this to be true (as. it may be in ſome of them) 
© why then do they tranſgrefle the: ApoUes rule'> why do 
© they not if that it be in matters of leſſer moment wherein 
© they differ from us, why do not they keep their opinions 
© private, and have their taith.unto themſclves before God 
* why dothcy upon ſo ſmall differencss (it the differences 
© be fo ſmall) withdraw from Communion with us and 
© the reſt of the Churches, and gather themſclves into 
* diſtin and ſeparate Churches, ----- thcir holding one 
* head 8 one faith,doth not excuſe them from being guilty 
© of breach of Unity and: downright, Schilme, fo Tong as 
* they hold not one body, one baptiſme xious ſite Izormcle, 
© eft cum alt; aliis ©c:Schilme or. diviſion. (laith he) is this 
© when men are ſo addicted to. lome men; or to ſome out. 
* ward rites, that though they do agree in the cheite points 
* of Religion, yerrhey are eſtranged in their minds, and 
© engage themlclves into, parties and faftions: Now who 
* are they,that though they profefſe to agree - with us-in 
© Dodtrine have yet made a ſeceſſion, withdrawne them- 
© ſelves gathered Churches, engaged Partics? 

* Conſider and give ſentence. 

© Whoare they thathave moſt broken'the band of 
Love? There is great fear what thePresbeterians will dif 
* once they get powet into their hands; but in the meane 
© rime what do others? who are they that brand their Bre- 
© thren with the Title, Proud Time-ſervers,YPrelaticall, 
© Tyrannicall, Antichritian? And what is this lefle then 
© Perſecution? | | 

© Who. are they that have becne fartheſtfrom conde- 
* ſcending to their Brethren for peace and union ſake? 
were itht, I could fay ſomething of this, yea much: I 


* could: tell you much hath beene yeelded and much more 
* would 
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©would be yeelded, yea almoſt any thing,but that ote 
© thing that would lay a foundation of perpernall Diviſion 
©and dil-union in families, Church, Kingdome? VVho are 
F they that profeſſe an utter impoſſibility of reconciliation 
©or union, and'plead for nothing but Toleration, Toleration 
© and ſome for Foleratio in the utmoſt Latitude,to Papiſts, 
*Jexs, Turkes the very artifice whereby the Arminiaxs in 
Holand fought to gaine a party, and ſtrength unto them 
© ſelves? Reſulve theſe Queſtions, and they will reſolve- 
* you who are moſt guilty of thcſe Diviſiens. 

* By a Declaration ſer forth above Thirty years agoe, yy, x icpard 
©King James (of famous memory) was pleaſed to let the Vines Ser. 
* World know, not only how ill he reſented , and how before the 
© much he dereſted the Vorſtian, and Arminian DoArines, Com:March 
* then newly borne and in their ſwadling-cloaths: bur al- 70: = 
© ſo how (ollicitoufly. he interpoſed with the Srates Ge- _ p 0 
© nefall of the United Provinces againſt their admittance = 1647 
© of Vorfiz45 into the place of D:wint) Profeflor of Leiden, p, uy 
* or into their Country; And that he might decline the 
© erivy of being in al:ena Republics curioſus, he bears him- 

*lelte upon that common rule paries cum proximus ardet, 
© when a neighbours houſe is on fire, it concernesall in the 
©Ncighbour-hood to look about them, this vigilancy con- 
*demnts our (1 krow not what to call it, I wiſh no worſe 
© might be ſaid then) inſenſiblenes and ſecurity, For 
* whit were thoſe ſparkes at that time ſmoaking in a re- 
© mote corner in compariſon of that fire which now flames 
* forth at every corner of our houſe, blown up by that 
* «rope, of liberty of all Religious, which may' be juſt- 
fly called, the Golden.Calte of theſe times , whereunto 
*many are not unwilling to cotitribure their ſtrength 8& Po. 
© licy,and whoſe Birth-day, they would'not fear to call fee 
G 
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© tum Tehowe,an acceptable day unto the Lord. Are not 
© the errors which are rife amongſt us, either by infeing 
© perſons of Place and Quality, grown into that boldnes? 
© or by carrying away, Barnabas alſo crept into that cre- 
* dit? or by Coding tarre & wide, riſen to that ſtrength > 
© that they do face, if not ſeem able to put into danger of 
r rowting, our common faith, Publick Worſhip, authori- 
© zed Miniſtry, long and much expected , and protuiled 
- Reformation. This to the common Enemy, is the Ca 

- of good hope; the ſound part are afraid , leaſt the Truth 
- ſhould cometo beg for poor quarter, and be Jed Cap- 
- tive, following the Chariot of triumphant Liberty, ſome 

think that Epiſcopacy in his Pontificalibus, may by this 
* means be retrived, and recalled from.exile , to which it 
© was ſentenced by the Covenant, many thar are as diſtant 
* in their Opinions as the two Poles, yer moveing upon 
© one axeltree,or tyed together by the tayles of commgn 
© Intereſt, doubt not but by laying their ſtockes together, 
* they ſhall be able to bid faire for a Toleratron, 
© And that we might not be left alone to wonder at our 

* ſelves,our ſympathizing Brethren abroad do wonder alſo 
© That weſhould bema-le the common Sewre to receive 
© the Garbage of other Churches, and that cheir ſtincking 


© \nufes ſhould be allowed Candleſticks here in Eng- 
c 
a VM: Simeon land. ; | F 
a Serum In this ſad poſture of things, all mens cycs have beene 
before the: <upon the Parliamert, and every one -laith,Is there no 
Lords Feb. © Balme in Gilead? Is there no Phyſitian there? why then 
26. 1644. © js not the health of the Daughter of my People recove- 
Lond-print- Ty" _ ; 
0.0 ang a © Endeavour vigorouſly to compound our Differences 
* in Eccleſiaſticall concernments, Alas , alas , my. heart 
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* akes, becauſe of out breaches, Let mine eyes run down 
* with tears night and day, and let them not ceaſe, for the 
* Virgin Daughter -of my People is broken with a great 
© breach, with a very grievous blow, Jer. 14. 1-1, Whar 
*Facions, and FraRions, what Schiſmes and ſeparations, 
* what Rents and Diviſions are in this poore, diſtracted di. 
*treſſed Church of England? how ſhould either King- 
© dome or Church divided ſtand» God forbid, bur tender 
© reſpect ſhould be had to tender Conſciences. Bur (Right 
© Honourable) I beſeech you take heed, leaſt under thar 
© pretext, you think of Tolerating all Religions amongſt 
© us. Such Liberty (1 am atraid) woul4 aſher in Liberri- + 62- 
* niſme, and haſten our deſolation, 
© It is commonly replied in Pulpits, in Preſſes, That Mr. James 
© 2 Toleration of all conſciences, even Antichriſtian, would Cranford 
© be a Soveraign remedy /to cure all difſentions, args ao 
© an effeQtuall meanstocompolſe theVars of Chiſtendom: oe s _ - 
© all the blovJ that hath for ſo many yeares been ſhed, is Lond. print. 
*harged upon the reſtraint of this licentiouſnefle ignorant- ed for Char 
© lyor maliciously termed Perſecution. Greene 
*Fanſwer, it is beſides my purpoſe to diſcuſſe this 1646-p-11 + 
© queſtion of Toleration, onely for "the preſent I enquire 
* Firſt, Would theſe men that ſo hotly defend it grant 
© that Toleration(ifthey had power in their hands) to others 
* which they defire for themſelves> I doubr ir. The 
© Arrians did ſometimes ſeeme as earneſt enemics to Per- 
* ſecution as theſe men; yet when they had Authority on 
* their fide, they raiſed * Perſecution againſt the Ortho- 
* doxe, more terrible then the heathen Emperours againſt 
- the Chriſtians which the Churches of the Eaſt molt ,. .. Tos 
* grievouſly complained of, CO 
* Athanaſius art large deſcribeth, and haveing ſpoken ggg, © 
G 3 © much 


[$2] 

© muchof their inhumane and more then belluine cry- 
Epi. a © Elty againſt all Sexes, all Ages, both living and dead con- 
Solicar, © cludes, that he had ſaid lefſe then their inhumanity was 

©becaule it exceeded all expreſſion. 
* The Donatiſts did ordinarily plead for Toleratron, and 
* ſeemed the moſt. iayererateencmies to all diſturbance 
* for Conſcience ſake;yct when under the Apoſtate Julian 
Con: lit,Pe- © they had gotten power, who can declare (laith Autin) 
ril:l.2.c.82© what havock they made of the OrthoJoxe? All Africa 
Oprat: cont.'© was filled withblood and defolation; men were rent ma- 
Parm.1,2:3-< trons dragged, infants ſlaughtered, women with child 
© miſcarried, none were ſecure in thcir houſes, the 
* wayes were not ſafe for trayelllers; the letters of them 
© that boaſted to be the Captains ofthe Saints were ter- 
* rible toall. Are our men led by another Spiric?. Sure 
© am, that oneof them, that with moſt earneſtneſle, or 


© impudence pleads for Toleration, was lately of another ' 


© mind in the caſe. of Familiſts and Antinomians in news 
* England, | Tr... 
P. 13. © Secondly would.{uch Toleration conduce tothe efta- 
* bliſhing of: peace, in the Commonwealth? harh it.&ver 
© done its Poſſible it is, that the equality of 'Powers may 
* perſwade each Party for a Seaſon to ſupprefle their in- 
© ward rancour; can Toleration take it away, (o that it ſhall 
© not breake out upon ſenſible advantages by theincreaſe 
£ of ſtrength? let. the expericnce of tormer Ages, and pre- 
« ſent times teach this, 
© Errour may Tolelate Errour, ſew inter ſe convent urſis 
© but can darkenefle agree with light? or Wolves with 
De fro- 'S beep? Tertulltan obſerves concerning Mereticks othold, 
ſcrip.cont. , they agreed well enough one with another; tor though 
Haret.c.q1. © they differed in private opinions, yet they jo yned in one 
oppoſing 
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© oppoſing of truth , You perſecute (faith Au» of the 
© Dunatiſts) where you are able; where you perſecute nor, 
© you are not able rodoe it, reſtrained by the feare of 
© Laws, or envie, or the multitude making reſiſtance, 
© [have becn long upon this ' point; bur I will conclude 
© ir, with thar folemnEmbaſſie, which the Ortholox Fa- 
©thers,, Aﬀembled in Councell art: Sirminm , ſent tothe 
© Emperour Con#taztius : Thave inſiſted the longer , that 444.1. 4: 
© it might appear to all, that the Toleration of Errour, is ys. 4rim. 
©not a way to Peace, as ſome men pretend, but to difor- & Seleve. 
*derand confufion': And:yct'I am not ati enemy to Peace, 
© bur a friend to'Truth, and Holineſs , without which,.no 


* Man ſhall ſee God, 


«© Miniſters ought now to be intent tothe errours of the A ſeriow & 
© times, both in Dorine and Practiſe, and obſerve what 4/fonate 


© is the proper work of the day, and Preach accordirgly+ — 
© taking heed-of being gully of finfulſ' Blence ; whileti on is che 
© Chriſt and his Truth ſuffers, We have tao many wounds word; of M. 
«with which we have been wounded, in; the houſe of.our Tho: E4- 


* friends: many Miniſters have and doe undoe us; mor in his 
c Lo ſoabing Vocab, Cangren: 
by their totall filence, others by ſpeaking; to6, favourably cape 


© of the Secs, and too much dawbing; *ris high time now}, ,,, .*: 

c C9. nv. C044, Prints 
to fpeak out , when the Truth of God, the Faith once! fork lp, 
©delivered'to the Saints, more pretious then our lives, is Smith a 
© almoſt loft, three Kingdomes almoſt ruin'd, and all the the bible in 
© reformed Churches in their Truth and Peace, hazarded, ©ornb:4 

© they that cannow beſilent, well contented, and, let the 1945. 
© Wolves come freely and nor barke , they defetve to be. 
* accounted dumb do7s, Let therefore, all Godly Ortho-. 
© dox Miniſters, who would not have all run to ruine , ſtir 
* up themſelves, and liſt up their: voices like Trumpets, 


*ſand no longer looking on, as idle ſpeRators,, or halting 
* between 
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* between: two; for he that is not now with God in his 
© cauſe is againſt him, and he that gathereth not ſcatter. 
© eth ---- And that Miniſters in our times may be a means 
*to prevent and ſupprefſe the Errours, Hereſies and 
© Schiſmes, they muſt not onely often preach againſt them, 
© but they ſhould ſer themſelves againſt all the ways by 
© which Errours are come in, & are farther comeing in up. 
© on us, & oppole them by Preaching & writing; as Lay. 
mens Preaching, the Gathering of Churches,and above all a 
to . 
Toleration, tor that would be an open doore, at which all 
© kind of Hereſzes would come in, and no man could keep 
© them out: and therefore if Miniſters will witnefle for 
© Truth and againſt Errors, they muſt ſet themſclves in 
*a (peciall manner againſt a Toleration, as the principall 
© inlet to all Hereſie and Error ; And if a Toleration be 
* granted all preaching. will not keep ' them our: for as it 
; Path been anlwered, the Patrons of Images ( who plead 
 Iet them ſtand, bur Preach againſt the Worſhipping of 
* them) that if they ſtand, Preaching will not take awa 
* all the danger; tis not ſufficient to keep the People from 
* all 1dolatry; fofay, I. in_this caſe, If a Toleration be 
: AT ot Devill will be: roo hard for us, though we 
Preach never {Oo much againſt them, A Tolcration will 
© indoe all. Firlt bring in Sccptiſme in Dorine , and 
© looſcnes of Life, and afterwards all Atheilme, 
© The, Patrons of. Errqr, becauſe they cannot at firſt 
© plead for ſuch. and ſuch Doftrines in. termintc, and yer 
© hold them,'and would-have them propagated, theretore 
* they pleal for a Tolcration, wi'ich once being granted, 
hey will co:mc in then of courſe: O lot the Miniftersrhere- 
* fore oppoſe Toleration, (as being that by which the Di- 
*vell would at once lay a ſoundation for his Kinghumnen all 
TNnce 
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*- Generations) witnefle againlt it in all places;poſſeſſe the 
x Magiſtrate of the evill of it, yea, and the People too, 
_ (hewingthem how if a Toleration were granted, they 
* ſhould never have peace in their Families more,or ever 
*after have command of Wives, Children, Scrvants: bur 
* they and their Poſterities after them are like to live in 
* diſcontent, and unquietneſſe of mind all their dayes. --I 
* mightſhew how the Paſtors of the Reformed Churches 
*.(namely thoſe who were ſtars of the Firſt Magnitude) 
* were againſt the Toleration of Anabapriſts, Libertines 
© and other SeRaries in their time, and what they did and 
© writ againlt it; as Calvin,Zuinglim, Peter Martyr, Philip 
© Melan#hon, Lanchim,Beza, Knox, Bullinger, Muſcslus, 
© .- As allo how in Exgland in Queen Elizabeths days, 
© learned Biſhops and Godly Miniſters were againſt the 
© ſuffering of many Religions in this Kingdome: as Biſhop 
© Fewel Biſhop Bavingion Biſhop Bilſon, Mr. Cartwright & 
© Mr.Perkins, who in his learned workes on Revel:2. 20. 
© ſpeakes thus. Every man is not to be left to his own 
© Conſcience; to teach and hold what Do@rine he will, 
© But all ſuch. men or women as teach erroneous Doarine 
© by the Government of the Church are to be reſtrained 
© .--- DidI ſay the Arch Biſbops, Biſhops, Deanes: DoFors, 
© Court-Chaplarnr, and Biſhops-Chaplains, (tor there were 
* ſonic of all theſe ſorts oppos'd ) hazard the favour of 
© King, Nobles, great Courticrs the lofle of all their Pre 
* ferments Arch-Biſhopricks, Biſbopricks Deaneries, grear 
© liveings to withſtand a Toleration: And ſhall the Miniſters 
© ofour times ſuffer a Toleration of all Sets to come in 
© upon us, in a time when the greateſt Reformation ispre- 
© tended thatever was in this Kingdome, and a Parliament 
* ſitting, and be either wholly (ilent or oppole ny, be 
| H ” a 


aid 


Þ. 57. 


p, 38. 


p. 94. 
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© afraid of diſpleaſing ſome great man, of hazarding a lit. 

© tle eſtate and liberty? was the Lukewarme Angel whom 

© God hath caſt our of this Church, for not being zealous 

© enouoh, yet ſo zealous as to hazard all againſt a Tolera. 

© tion of Popery? And ſhall the Presbyter:ans Orthodox 

© Godly Miniſters be ſo cold as to let Anabaptiſme, 

© Brownſme, Antinomianiſm Libertimiſme, ITndependency, 

© comein u us, and keepin a whole Skin > Certain- 

* ly the Biſhops and their Chaplains ſhall riſe up in judg- 

© ment againſt the Miniſtry of this Generation, who ap. 

* peared againſt the mind of the King, Councell, andfo 

© powerfull a faQtion as was for Popery,and the Toleration 

* of it in thole dayes, if they be ſilent or mcally mouthed, 

© beſides the ſhame and diſhonour of it here, before the 

* Churches abroad, and good men athome, who will lay 

*all the blame upon the Miniſters, and ſay , Wee may 

* thanke them for this, for dealing nomore freely, nor 

i fairhfylly with the Kingdom,crying out aw unworthy A. 

* fembly.an unworthy Miniſtry in City and Country, to 

© it ſtill, and ſuffer all theſe Errors and poyſonous Prin- 

© ciples, in Books, Sermons, to-come nUupon us, and to 

: ©pafſe unqueltioned. $223” 

—- wy © O for ſome Gabriel Poxells, Downams, Abbots &c: 
5 —_ ©to write, preach, remonltrate, proteſt againſt the Errors 
' © and wayes of theſerimes, Tis want of courage and ſpeak- 


Caſe, , 
a Caſe hath- undone us; and 'tis onely boldneſſe and 


a Baxter, © ing Our . 
an Edwards * freedome, in ſpeakeing, , to declare particularly ſuch 


&c.to write hooks come forth, ſuch Sermons preached,ſuch praftices 
IE ©plaid ſuch perſons preferred and ſuffered, ſuch partiality 
* uſed &c: in reference to the Sectaries, that muſt reco« 
© ver us; theres no-way to puta ſtop tothings,and ſave all 


© from, ruine,but preſent courage and Heroick ——_—_— 
an 


[ $7] 

© and lets ſpeake out, and ſuffer no! Jonger i company of 
* giddy cunning ſelfe ſeeking SeQtaries, to betray the truth 
© of God, and to abuſe and undoe two Kingdoms «-- Lets 
* therefore fill all Prefles, cauſe all.Pulpits to ring, and fo 
* poffeffe Parliament, City, and whole Kingdoine agamſt 
© the Seas, and of the evill of Sthifriie anda Toleration, 
© that wee may no more heare of a Toletation, nor of Se- 
© perared Churches bolng hatefall names in- the Churche 
© of God, AMEN, AMEN, 


AIASDAS AASA IO AISAIN00000000000 8 


Hus far, theſe Famous Divines, whoſe ve- 
ry-words I have tranſcribed, and that faich- 
fully; never adding ſo much as one ſyllable of my 
an, cel iv Wig, whdee 1 Ee 
times taken alittle Liberty, 

I do much hope ( upon a ſerious peruſall ) 
you will confeſs thele Teſtimenes both prom 
and convincing; and therefore I might here take 
occaſion to conſult my own eaſe , and your pa- 

H 2 tlence, 
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tience,but becauſe ( asI have found by (ad ex- 
perience) prejudices are {trorg , and evill þabits 
( which have been long in contraCting) are not 
ſaddainly 'xemoved, ( as an effeCtuall means 
[ through Gods bleſſing } of your farther conyi- 
Etion 2 I ſhall intreat your peruſall of theſe fol- 
lowing Autborintes, | 


NY OY. FF a ar ET: 


e's . % 1 T's & : | l 3 
HESSNEING 21,7, RANNNNNNNE 2/1h 


: 22S 


——— 


A 
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| . _— . 

| Presbyterian Miniſters in the Citty 
OF 


LONDON. 


| Preſented the Firſt of Jan. 1645, to the 
| Reverend Aſſembly of 


DIVINE S., 


Sitting at Weſtminſter by Authority 


of Parliament, 
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Toour Reverend, Learned, and Relutous Bre- 
thren , the Prolocutor, aud the reſt of the Di- 
vines Aſſembled, and now futing at Weſtmin- 
ſfter, by Authority of Parliament: Theſe pre- 


ent, 


Reverend and beloved Brethren, 


E are exceedingly apprehenſive of the de- 
V \ / * firableneſs of our Ghur ches Peace, and of 

© the pleaſantneſs of Brethrens Unity,know- 

© ing that when Peace is ſet upon its proper 
© Baſis, 9:2; Righteousneſſe and truth,it is on of the beſt 
© Poſleſfions, both delefable and: profitable : like Aa- 
© 7075 ointment , and the dew of Hermon, Ir is true by 
* reaſon of different lights , and different ſights among 
* Brethren there may be diflenting in Opinion yet 
C (a) why ſhould there be any ſeperating from Charch- 'P; IWhat i; 
* Communios > The Churches Coat may be of diverle the keeping 
©colours , yet , why ſhould there be any rent in it ? conventicles 
© Have wee not a Touchſtone of Truth',, the good ®7 private 
* word of Godz and when all things are examined b FIR Is. 
* that word,then that which is beſt may be h@ld faſt; bur ,;, K, wy 
* firſt they muſt be known,and then examined afterward. ws Charch. 
* It our diſſenting Brethren after ſo many importunate in- communion, 
* treaties would have been perſwaded (cither in zeale to 
* the truth,or in ſincere love tothe Churches peace,and v- 


; nity 
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F nity among Brethren, or in reſpe& to their own reputa: 
b) Tet the . tion by faire and ingenious dealing, or (#) ia conſcience 
Miniſters of to their promiſe made with the Miniſters of Lonion now five 
this perſwa- _ years ſince,or any ſuch like reaſonable conſideration) at laſt 
fion made as to have given us a full narrative of their Opinions,and 
little con- * Grounds of their Separation, wee are utentad they 
ſcience of ©, uld not have ſtood at ſuch a diſtance from us as now 
their Sub- c . 
ſcription, ney doe: Bur thcy choſe rather to walke by their own 
Promiſes, . Private lights than to utiboſome themſelves to us their 
yea,Oath; of molt affettionate Brethren; and to ſet themſelves inan 
Camvmicall © untroden way of their own, rather than to wait what 
Obedience © ur Covenanted Reformation, according to the word of 
dep Di * God and () -xamples of the beſt reformed Churches would 
ak I bring forth, But the offence doth not end here, it is 
c) Shew us much that onr Brethren ſhould ſeparate from 'the 
the example® Church, but that they ſhould endeavour (4) to get a 
of one refor* warrant to Authorize their Separation from it, and to ave 
med v9 che Liberty (by drawing members out of it) to weaken and dimi- 
m_ "ok © niſh #, till (ſo far as lies in them ) they have brourht it to 
Miniters p nothing, this wee thinke to be plainly ulamtull; yet this we un- 
libertynot to* derſtand 1s their preſent deſigne and entearonr, Wherctore 
uſe ber eſt«=* '( Reverend Brethren) haveing had ſuci) large experience 
bliſhed Kits* gf your zeale of Gods gloty, your care ot his aM&e4 
an4 Cere- © Church, your earneſt endeavours to promote the com- 
9) Thy ; -Plear Reformation otit, and of thetr ready concurrence 
plainly our © With us inthe improvement of any meanes that might be 
Brethrens © found cogducible to this end; we are bold to hint unto 
deſigne and © you thele our enſuing Reaſons againt the Toleration of 
endeavour © Indepcnlency in this Church, 
at thi time. 1_ © The Deſires and endeavours of Independents for a 
© Toleration, are at this time extreamly unſcaſonable and 
© preproperous: for, 


I. The 


<- 
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I. © TheReformation of Religion is not yet perfefed 
' © and ſertled amongſt us, according to our Covenant. And 
© why may not the Reformation be raiſed up ar laſt, to 
© (uch purity, and perfeRion, that truly tender Conſcien- 
© ces may receive abundant ſarisfaion, for ought that yet 
* appears ? 

2. Itis not yet known, what the Government of the 
© Independents is, neither would they ever yer, vouch'afe 
* tolet the World know , what they hold in that po'nt, 
* though lomeof their Party , have been too forward to 
* challenge the London Petitioners as led with blind Obedie ©)The Prev 
© ence, and pinning their ſoules upon the Prieſlsl:eve, for de- / a Wear 


. ' . l þ 
(firing an eſtabliſhment of the Government of Chriſt, be- wa brefſed 
* fore there was any Modell of it extant. thereunto) 


3. We can hardly be perſwaded , that the Indepen- will ot de- 
© dents themſelves (after all the ſtirs they have made a- clarewhere- 
© mongſt us) (e) are as yet fully reſolved about their own with they 
© way, wherewith they would be concluded., ſeeing they pub- __— _ 
* liſh not their modell (though they are nimble enoug _ firibey 
© in yarn other things) and they profeſs Reſerves, een to goe, 
© and new Lights, for which they will (no doubt) expcR and where 
© the like Toleration, and fo in infinitum, it were more to ſtay in 
© ſeafonable to move for Toleration , when once they are their deſires 


TORY n | Pp of Tolerati- 
/itzvely determined how far the) mean to goe, and where they 0,and con 


© mean to ſtay. : 
II, Their deſires and endeavours, are unreaſonable,and Ti ans 
* unequall in divers regards. rious Pceg- 
x, *Partly becauſe no ſuch Toleration , hath hitherto bytery 
© been eſtabliſhed (ſo far as wee know) in any Chriſtt- would not 
* an State by the Civil Magiſtrate. _ _ 
2. (f) © Parth, becauſe ſome of them have ſolemaly pro-,.. Eviſ- 
* feſt, that they cannot ſuffer Presbjtery, and anſwerable here- copacy. 
I uno 
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© unto tf their prafiiſe 11 thoſe places where Tudependencypre : 


wad © vailes. 
Cg) To 3. < And partly becauſe ( * to grant to them, and not to 


grant 1H* . Los 
S © (ther Sefaries, who are free borne as well as they, and hawe 


wo Irencenn: 
16 a4ew; - © de® good ſerwice as they to the Publick ( as they uſe to 
wocl;f.nd © plead) will be counted inji'(iice and great Partiality, but to 
»:ny more © grant it untoall, will ſcarce be clear'd from prear impic- 
of all Par« C ty 


any Ul. © Independency is a Schilme, 


h 
= Ls t. (h) © Independents do depart from our Churches, 
dents, and © and ſo acknowledg'd by themſelves. 


al! other Se- 2. They draw and fcduce our Members from our 
— © Congregations. 
ſiretke ſame 3. (:) They ereft ſeparate Congregations, under a ſeparate 
favour, in « | , 

and undiſcovered Government. 


caſe the : : 
——_ (1) .” They refuſe Communion with our Churches in 
Readers cr © the Sacraments. 

Churches. 5. © Their Miniſters refuſe to Preach among us as Of- 


Ch!) Te al © ficers, 
rg = & 6, ©Their Members, if at any time they joyne with us 
© in hearing the Word and Prayer, yct they do it not 


our Toler a» 11> aa... 
: rag 3 © as with the Miniſteriall Word and Prayer, nor as aQts of 


rranted) © Church- Communion. 
willdraw (1) © Now we judge that no Schiſme is to be Tolera- 


our members © ted in the Church * 4i-war@- 1 Cor:1,10, I Cor:12,25, 
_ wh ©* Hypouoins Rom: 6. 3 with 1 Cor.3.3. Gal: 5.20, 

y rg 3-4, IV, (m) © Many milchictes will inevitably follow upon 
ye acknowledge true Churches. | (i) Te do in effect ſet up Separate Churches. 
(kJ) Te receive aot the Sacraments (except ſome few) in our Churches, but at 
private meetings, * Schiſmes. * Diviſions. (1) No Schiſme is to be Tolera- 
ted, as ye grant. But Presbytery is a Schiſme Now, as much as Independency wi 
by you declared to be Thea. Therefore, (according to your own grounds) it is 


193 to be Tolerated, (1m) The ſame would follow if Presbytery were T _— 
- ts 
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© this Toleration, and that both to Church and Common- 


© wealth, 
Firſt to the Church, as 


I, © Cauſeleſs and unjuſt revolts from our Miniſtry ana 


© Congregations. 

2. © Our Peoples minds will be troubled, and in danger to 
C be ſubwerted, as As 15,24, 

3. © Bitter heart-burnings among Brethren , will be foe 
* mented, and perpetuated to Poſterity, 

4. © The Godly, painful, Orthodox Miniſtry, will be diſe 
© couraged and deſpiſed, 

5. The life and power of Godlineſs will be eaten out by fri- 
© olous diſputes, and waine janglings. 

6. The whole courſe of Religion in private Families , will 
© be interrupted and undermined, 

7. Reciprocall Dutzes between perſons of neareſt and dea- 
© reft Relations will be extreamly wiolated, 

8. The whole work of Reformation, eſpecially in Diſci- 
* pline and Government will be retarded, diſturbed , and in 
© danger of being utterly fruſtrate and woid, whileſt every per= 
© ſon bal have liberty,upon every trivial diſcontent at Pres= 
© bjteriall Goverment and Churches, to revolt from us , and 
* Lift themſelves in ſeparated Congregations. 

9. © All other Sefis and Heyreſies in the K ingdome will be 
© encouraged to endeatour the like Toleration, 

19. All other Sefs and Hereſjes in the K ingdome wil 
© ſafeguard and ſhelter themſelves under the wings of Indepen= 
* dency, and ſome of the Tndepen1ents in their Books, have 0+ 
© pealy avowed, that they plead for Liberty of Conſcience as wel 
© for others, as for themſelves. 

It. And the whole Church of En2land , in ſhort time will 
* beſwallowed up with _ aad confaſion. And God ts 


2 © 70t 


4 my ct — 


7 


& 10! the Author of confu,70;3 but of peace, I, Cor; T4. 33. 


© Secondly to the Commonwealth for, 

I. © All theſe miſchtefs in the Church will have their pros 

© portionable influence upon the Commonmealth, 

2. © The Kingdome will be wofully weakned 6) ſcandals 
© aud Diviſions; ſo that the enemies of it, both domeſticall an1 
6 forreign, will be encouraged to plot and pratitce againſt it, 

2. It is much to be doubted, leſt the power of the Magiſtrate; 
© ſhould not onely be-weakened, but even utterly overthrowne, 
© conſidering the principles and prattices of Independents, toge- 
© ther with their compliance with other SeRaries, ſufficientlh(a) 
© kzonne to be Anti=M agiſtraticall, 


a) Andare (1) V: © Such a Toleration is utterly repugnant and i- 
on Prey © confiltent with that ſolemne League-and Covenant, for 
T1 Prin-cRofrmation and defence of Religion, which not only 


= vg, both houſes of Parliament, bur alſo perſons of all ſorts 
b) 4d ©inboth Kingdoms of England and Scotland, have ſub. 


inconſiſtent © ſcribed, and with hands lifted up tothe moſt high God 
with other © have {worne: C a) which Covenant likewiſe, both you, 
Oaths im- 6.4 we, and thoſe that moſt carneſtly purſue the elta- 
pee ©þliſhment of Toleration, have made (or ſhould have 
Authority, © made)» the preſence of almighty God, .the ſearcher of all 
which that © hearts with 4 true intention 10 performe the ſume, as we ſhatl 
was not, ©ayſyer at that great aay, when when the ſecrets of all hearts 
a) Which « ſhall be diſcloſed. for 

a: 42g x. © This ts oppoſite to the Reformation of Religion, accords 


by moſt of | TO l 
the chief ſticklers for Toleration, and with « true intention (it was hoped) to 


performe the ſame. 


Cc . 


ing 
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© 172 to: the wordof God, and the example of the beſt reformed 
© Churchec, Article 1. 

2. (a) © Itis deſtrufitve tothe three K ingdomes neareſt 
© conjunition and uniformity in Religion and Government whichn) The To- 
* might lead us and our Poſterity after us as Brethreg to live {eration of 
E -: £:2h and Lowe A Presbytery 

in faith and Love Art. 1, 


3. (o) © 1t is plainhy contrary to that extirpation of S chiſme a = 
© and whatſoever [ball be found contrary to ſound DoRrine, the Conj un 
© and the power of Godlineſſe, which we have ſworne ſincerely, &ion and 


© really, and conſtantly to endeavour mithout reſpe# of per- uniformity 


© ſons. of all the 
4. (p) © Hereby we ſhall be involved in the guilt of other (ret King: 


© mens ſins ,. and thereby be endangered torecerve of their 1gq,peq. 
© Plazues Art, 2. dency. 

5. It ſeems utterly impoſſible (if ſuch Toleration ſbould be 0) Seeing 
© pranted) that the Lord ſbould be one, and his name one in the ®1ebytery is 
G .. as much a 

three K ingdomes, Art, 2, Schiſme 

6. © Thus will palpably hinder the Reformation of Reli- 

. ; af : from Epiſ- 
© 010n inevitably divide one K ingdome from another and copacy, as 
© unhappily make fations and parties among the People cone Epiſcopacy 
" trary to this League and Covenant ; of which evill offi 9? Indepen- 
© ces, whoſoever ſhall be found guilty , are reputed in the*19 was 


© Wards of the Covenant (q) Incendiaries , Malignants —_ o_ 


do they now, 
in lead of extirpation, deſire the Toleration of it, contrary to your Covenant, 
Cp) Teleration of Schiſme rendreth Magiſtrates and Miniſlers acceſſury to the 
Errours, Sins, and Dejtrudion of ſeduced and deluded People, (q) The Toles 
ration of deformity, even in little Matter s, ſometimes cauſe th fatiions and par- 
ties amngit the People. Let Us have @ care we be not Incendiaries , or evill 
In\truwents for Sacrilegious ſpirits to work, by, ill affeted as well ro Prebyte- 


ry a5 Epiſcopacy, 
'Þ 1 Malis- 
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: Malignants and evil Inſtruments, to be diſcovered , that 
© they maybe brought to publick trial, and recetve condione 
8 puniſhment, Art, 4.C& 5. 


* Theſe are ſome of the many Conſiderations , which 

* make decp impreiſions upon our ſpirits , againſt that 
* great Diana of Independents, and all the ScRarics (- 
* much cryed up by them in theſe diſtracted times , 71z, 
; A Toleration a Toleration, And however, none ſhould 
have more rejoyced then our ſelves in the eſtabliſhnent 

* ofa Brotherly, Peaccable , and Chriſtian accommoda- 
* tion: yet this being utterly rejeed by them , we can- 
© not difſemble how upon the fore-mentioned grounds, 
; we deteſt and abhor the much endeavonr'd Toleration, 
Our Bowels, our Bowelsare ſtirred within us , and we 

* could even drowne our ſelves in Teares , when we call 
* to mind, how long, and ſharp a travell this Kingdome 
© hath been in for many years together, to bring torth that 
© bleſſed fruit of a pure and perfe& Reformation; and 
© now at laſt after all our pangs, and ,dolours and cx- 
* pecations, this reall and through Reformation, is in dan- 
* ger of being ſtrangled in the Birth by a lawlefle Tolerati- 

on, that ſtrives to be brought forth before it. 

© Wherelore (Reverend and Beloved Brethren) wee 
© could not ſatisfy our ſelves, till we had made ſome dil- 
© covery of our Thoughts unto you about this matter, gt 
* that we can harbour the lealt jerlonſy of your zeale, fi- 
© delity, or induſtry in the oppoſing , and extirpating of 
© ſucha root of gall and bittcrnels, as Tolcration is and 
© will be, both in preſent and furure Ages; bur that we 
* may whar lies in us, endeavour mutually to {trengthen 
* oneanothers reſo{utions, again! the preſent ey 
| *viils, 


PY 
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* vills, and that our Conſciences , may not (mite us ano- 
* ther day for ſinfull filence, or ſluggiſh deficiency in any 
© point of Duty, tending to the glory of Chriſt , Honour 
* of the Truth, Peace of the Church, PerteRion of Retor- 
© mation, Performance of our Covenant , and Benefit of 
© preſent and ſucceeding Generations, 


From $10n« Colledge 
Lond. Decemb. 
18. 1645. 
Subſcribed by Uls jour affe&tonate 
Brethren , and fellow-labon. 
rers in the work of the Mini- 
ſtry, to whom Truth axd 


Peace ts wery preciow. 


WARY: AK Nt > Oe, 


% 


Fai : 
SHLD DI SISSISIISEASE 


The Judgement of King FM E $S and 
His Privy - Council! againſt 
[ . 

I OLEraltIon., 
Tranſcribed verbatim out of Judge Crooks 
Keports. Term: Mich: Auno2, Jacobi 
paray,13« Part,2. p.37. 

Emorandum, that by command from the King, 
M * All the Juſtices of England, with diverſe of 

* the Nobility viz. The Lord Elleſmere Lord 

© Chancelor , the Earle of Dorſet: Lord Trea- 
© ſyrer, Vicount Cranbourne Principall Secretary, the 
© Farle of Nott:ngham Lord Admirall, the Earles of 
© Northumberland, Worceſter, Devon , and Northampton, 
© the Lords Zouch, Burghley, and K nowles , the Chancel - 
{lor of the Dutch, the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, the 
© Biſhop of London, Popham chict Juſtice , Bruce Maſter 
© of the Rolls, Anderſon, Gawdy, W:lmefly, Fenner, K ings- 
© mill, Warberton, Savill, Daniell, Yelbverton, and See, 
© were aſſembled in the Star Chamber , where the Lord 
© Chancelor, aiter a 1077 Specc'1 made by him, concern 
© ing Juſtices of Peace, and his F<hortation to the Juſtices 
*of Aſſize; and in diſcourſe concerning Papilts and Puri- 
' cans, 
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© rags, Declaring. how they both were diſturbers of the 
eFtate, and hrnrthe King intending to ſuppreſs them, and 
© to have the Laws put in execution againſt them; Deman. 
© dedof the'Juſtices their Reſolution in three things, 

© Firſt, Whether the Deprivation of Puritan Mini. 
*ſters by the High Commiſoners , for refuſing to 
* Conforme themſelves to the Ceremonies appointed by 
* the laſt Canons was Lawfull> Whereto all the Juſtices 
" anſwered, ; 

© That they had conferred thereof before, and heldir to 
" be lawfull, Becauſe the King hath the Supream Eccle. 
* ſiaſticalll Pbwer, which he hath Delegated tr the Com- 
© miſſiogers,whereby they had has. Deprivation, 
y - the Canon Law of the Realme, and the Statute of r, 
* Eliz: a Commiſſioners to be _ the 

en,'doth nor confer auy auw,power, but.explaine 

Wo are he ancient, -—> A *% _—_ high 
©cle © "Tha e King without Parliament might make 
"Orders and Conltitutions: for the, Government of the 
© Clergic, and might deprive them, if they obey'd, nor? 
* And:lo_ the, Commiſſioners might, deprive- them, Bye 
"they could not make any:conſtitutions withour the Kinp; 
"and the divulging of ſacl» ordinances.by Proclamation js 
a molt gratious Admonitiong And for as much as they 
© have a to obey they are lawfully deprived by the 
* Commiſſioners ex Offico without Libell Et: ore texus 
© conwocaty, 

© Secondly, Vhether a Prohibition be grantable agaiaſt 
* the Commiſſhoners upon the Statute of 2 H.s.it they do 
* not deliver the Copy of the Libcll to the Party, whereto 
* they all Anſwered, That that Statute is intended where 


*the Eccleſiaſticall Judge? proceeds, Ex officio & ore 
benus, Thirdly 


— = 
— cet. 24a 
- 


— ———— 
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© Thirdly Whether it were an offence puniſhable, and 
© what puniſhment they deſerved, who framed Petitions 
© and colle&ed a multitude of hands thereto, to pre- 
© fer the King in a publicke cauſe as the Puritans had 
* done, With an Intimation to the King , That if hede- 
*nyed their Suite, many Thouſands of the Subje&s would 
© be diſcontented? Vhereto all the Juſtices anſwered,that 
* it was an offence finable at diſcretion, and very neere to 
* Treaſon and Felony in the puniſhment, for they tended 
* to the raiſing of Sedition, Rebellion and diſcontent a- 
*mong the People: To which Reſolution all the Lords a- 
* greed and then many of the Lords declared. 

* That ſome ofthe Puritazs had raiſed a falſe Rumour 
* of the King, how he intended to grant a Toleration to Pa- 
* pilts: which offence the Jallices conceived to be heinous- 
* ly finable by the Rules of the Common Law, either in the 
© Kings Bench,or by the King and his Councill: or now 
© fince the Statute of 3. H, 7. in the jStar-Chamber. And 
* the Lords ſeverally declared how the King was diſcon- 
© tented, with the ſaid falſe Rumour, and had made bur 
* theday before a Proteſtation unto them, That he never 
© intended it, and that he would ſpend the laſt drop of 
© blood in his body before he would do it; and prayed 
* that before any of his Iffue ſhould maintaine any other 
*Religion then what he truly profefled and maintained,thar 
. God would take them out of the VVorld, 
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VOTES «c. 


OF THE 
Honourable Houſe of 
| COMMONS Feb. 5, &c, 1662 


Upon Reading his Majeſties Gracious. 
Declaration and Speech & c. 


_———C H—C—CCCCCCC ————__—_—— 


Die Mevcurii 25. Feb. x5.Car, R. 
Reſolved &c. Nemine contradicente, 


That the hwmble Thanks of this Houſe , be returued to his 
Majeſty, for his Reſolution to maintaine the AR of Vnifor- 
mit). 


Reſolved &c. 


| Thatit be preſented to the Kings Majeſty, as the Humble 
Advice of the Houſe, That no Indulgence be granted to the 
diſexters from the AR of V niformity, 


Moſt Gratious Soweraigne. 


Tre Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the Commons 
houle of Parliament,did with great joy receive your Maje- 
K 3 * ſties 
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© moſt Gratious Speech, at the opening this Seſſion of Par- 
© [jament: And being thereby invited to ggnſider of their 


© Declaration 6f the Twenty fxgh &f Deecm laſt rh 
© have.with all, Sobriery, - Duty ;gnd AﬀeRtiogg exain\j f 
© the grounds thereof, and do by me preſcntMito your Wa. 


© jeſty their moſt hearty Thanks for the ſame, and humble 
© Advice thereupon; both which, Ido beſecech your Ma- 
; jeſty that you will vouchlate jpe te geliyer in their own 
words, 

* May it plegſe your ,wolt expdlknm;Majeſly, * 

© Weeyour Majeſties mot Durifull and Loyall Sub- 

© je&s, the Knights, Citizens and Burpefſes ofthp Houſe of 
© Commons in Parliament Afembled, haveing with all h- 
* delity'and obedience conſidered of the ſeverall matters 
* compriſed in your Majeſties late Gratious, Declaration 
© of the 26 of Necemb. laſt, and yoanr maſt gratfons Speech 

© at the beginning of this preſet Seſhan, 

© Do in the firſt place for our ſelves, and in the names 

© of all the commans of .-England, render to your ſacred 
© Majeſty, the Tribute ofour moſt hearty Thankes for that 
© infinite grace and goodneſs ; wherewith your Majeſty: 
© hath been pleaſed to publiſh your Royal - intentians 
© of adhering to your At of Indempnity and oblivion, 

* by a pat Jad and Religious oþſervance of it, And 
© our hearts are further enlarged in theſe' returnes of 
© Thankſgivings when we conſider your Majeſties moſt 
* Princely, and Heroick Profeſſions of relying upon the 
* Aﬀeions of your people, and abhorring all fort ofmi- 
* litary and arbitrary Rule, But above, all wee can never 
* enough remember, to the honour of your Majeſties Pj- 
*ety, and our unſpeakable Comfort, thoſe ſolemne and 
* moſt endearing Invitations of us your Majeſtics & ubjcas 
*to 
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© to prepare Lawes to beprefented ro your Majeſty , a- 
* gainſt the growth and-ericreale of Poprey :ahd withai to 
* provide more Laws againſt Licentiouſnes & impiety; at 
© the ſame time declaring your own Reſolations for main- 
; rigs A& of, Uniformity. 

© Anat. betomes usalwaics.to acknowledve and ad. 
*mire your MajeRies . Yyvildomem this your Declarati. 
* 0n, whereby your Majeſty is pleaſed to reſolve; hot on- 
© ly by.ſumptuaty Laws, but by.yout own Royall example 
* of frugality,,to reſtrain; that exceſſe in" tmiens exprhces, 
* which is grown ſo genetall ,and ſb exorbitant; and to di- 
*re& our endedvorirs;,t6 find ont fir; and iproper' Laws for 
© advancemientiof Trade and Commerce, 7 
 * Aﬀerall, this we moſt humbly beſeceh your Majeſty 
* tg believes That it is with extream nnwillingneſs and re- 
c luancy of heart, that we arc brought to diftet from ahy 
© thing which -your: Majeſty hath cthoughe fir t6/propoſe; 
* And though we do to way doubr, but that the unteaſo. 
© able Diſtempers of mens ſpirits, and the many Maiti- 
* nies and Conſpiracies which -were carried on, during the 
© late intervals'af Parltatnent, did reaſonably incline your 
© Majeſty to ehdeavour by yorr Declaration, to give ſome 
© allay to thoſe ill humours , till the Parliament Aﬀem- 
* bledy and the hopes of indulgence , if the Parliament 
* ſhould conſent to it, eſpecially ſecingthe pretenders to 
* this indulgence, did ſoem- to make ſome titles to it, by 
*vertue of your Majeſties Declaration from Breda, Ne- 
* yertheleſs, we your Majeſties moſt Duritull and Loyall 
© SubjeQs, who are now returned to ferve in Parliament, 
© from thole ſeverall parts and places of your Kingdome, 
© for which we are choſen, Do humbly offer to your Ma- 


f jeſties great Viſdome, Thar ir is in no fort _— 
* rhat 
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© that there be any indulgence to ſuch perſons, who pre: 
*ſyme to diffent from the Act of Uniformity , and the Re- 
<lipion eſtabliſhed. + 
For theſe Reaſons, 
© We have conſidered the nature of your Majeſties 
© Declaration from Breda-, and are humbly of Opinion, 
© That your Majeſty ought nof'to be preffed with it any 
© farther, L ROY 
© Becauſe it is nota promiſe in it (elfe, but only a Gra- 
©tious Declaration of your 'Majeſties Intentions, to doe 
* what in yon Jay, and what a Parliamenr'(honld adviſe 
<your Majeſty to doe; and no- ſuch Advice was ever gi- 
© ven, or thought fit to beoffered; nor could ir be other- 
© wile underſtood, becauſe there were Laws of Uniformi- 
* tythen in being, which could not be dilpenſed with, but 
* by Actof Parliament. ci1.,5220 0 | 
© They who do pretend a right tothatfuppoſed promiſe; 
© put the Right into the hands of their Repreſentatives, 
© whom they choſe to ſerve for them in this Parliament, 
© who have paſſed, and your Majeſty conſented to the A& 
© of Uniformity. If any (hall preſume to ſay, that aright 
©to.the benefit ofthis Declaration doth fill remaine after 
© this AR paſſed, | | 
* It tends to diflolve the very Bonds of Goverment, and 
© toſuppole a diſability in your Majeſty and the Houſes 
© of Parliament to make a Law contrary to any part of 
* your Majeſties Declaration, though both Houſes ſhould 
© adviſe your Majeſty to it; __- \ 
© We have alſoconfidered the nature of the Indulgence 
* propoled, with reference to thole conſequences , which 
* muſt neccflarily attend it. 
*It will eſtabliſh Schiſme Ly a Law, and make the 


© whole 
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© whole Goverment of the Church precarious | and the 
© Cenſures of it of no- Moment or Conſideration at all. : 

© It will no way becomethe Gravity or Wiſdome of a 
Parliament, to paſſe a Law ar one Seſſion for Uniformity, 
* and at the next Seſſion ( the Reaſons of Uniformity con« 
© tinuing ſtill the ſame) to paſſe another Law to fruſtrate 
© or weaken the execution of - it. 

* It will expole your Majeſty to the reſtlefſe importuni- 
©ty of every Setor Opinion, and of every ſingle Pcrſon 
© alſo, who ſhall. preſume to diſſent from che Churchi of 
© England, | 

*It will be a cauſe of increaſing Sefts and SeRaries, 
© whoſe numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant Profeſſi- 
* on fo far that it will at leaſt be difficult for it, to defend 
it ſelfe againſt them: And which is yet further Conſidera« 
* blethoſe Numbers which by being eronbleſome ro the 
* Government, find they can arrive to an Indulgence, wil 
* as their Numbers increaſe, be yet more troubleſome, 
© that ſo at length they may arrive to a generall Toleration, 
© which your Majeſty hath declared againſt, and.in time 
© ſome prevalent Sect, will at laſt contend for an eſtabliſh- 
© ment,which for ought can be foreſeen, may end in Pope- 
4.3 þ 

*Tr isa thing altogether without precedent, & will take a- 
f way all meanes of Conviting Recuſants, and be incon- 
© ſiſtent with the method and proceedings of the Laws of 
© England, 

© Laſtly it is humbly conceived chat the Indulgence pro- 
© pos'd will be fo far from tending to the peace of the 
© Kingdome, that it is rather likely to occaſion great dt- 
©{turbance, And one the contrary; Thatthe aſſerting of the 
* Lawes, and the Religion — according to _ 

[os 
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© A& of Uniformity, is the moſt p robable means to pro. 
© duce a ſettled Peace and Obedience throughout your 


© Kingdome: Becauſe the varicty of Profeſſions in Reli. 
© gion, when openly divulged,doth direQly diſtinguiſh men 
© into parties,and withall gives them opportunity to count 
© their numbers; which conſidering the animoſities rhar 
* out of a Religious Pride will be kept on foot bythe ſeye. 
© rall fations, doth tend direQly and incvitably to open 
- diſturbance, | 

Nor can your Majeſty have any Security, that the Do. 
* arine or Worſhip of the ſeverall FaRions, which are all 
y | ——_ by a ſeverall Rule, ſhall be conſiſtent with the 
£ Peace of your Kingdome, 

© And if any perſons ſhall preſume to diſturbrhe peace 
* of the Kingdome, We do in all humility declare, That 
© we will for ever, and in all Occaſions, be ready with our 
£ utmoſt endeavour and Affiſtance, to adhere to and ſerve 
* Your Majeſty according to our bounden Duty and 


: Allegtance.. . 
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My Brethren, : 


I Have now given you my Authorities, viz. 


1, Theprivate Teſtimonies of twenty emi- 
nent Divines. 

'2, The publick "Teſtimony of the Presby- 
terian Miniſters in the City of London (S ydoni- 
cally) met at Sion Colledge, 

3. The Authority of that Wiſe and Learned 
King Zames and his privy Councill. 

4, The votes and Reaſons of the Honourable 
Commons Aſſembled in this preſent Parlia- 
ment, 

All which Ihave defignedly rank'd in this 
method, that obſerving the order "of nature, and 
beginning ab imperfeftort, T might gradually aſcend 
ro that which is more perfett; for ſuch I thinke 
the Reaſons of the ——k will be found; ( to him 
that dare -attempt them ) {z,e,) inpregnable and 
unanſwerable. 

I Know not how it fares with other men,CI am 
no judge of their hon:fty orKnowledge) butIam 


ſure, as to me the premiſes have appeared ſo con- 
L {1derable 
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Gderable,l ſhould think the world might ſuſpect 
either my IntelleGualls or Moralls were I not thus 
apprehenſive of ſo convincing a Light 

My Brechren, (that I may deal freely with 
you) I am perfectly amazed,and ( Thad almoſt 
faid) {candalrzed 5 that men {o eminent for leam- 
ing, ſonoted for piety, and (if we may beleive 
themſelves it being one of their grand Toopickes 
for Indulgence ) ſo con{1derable for Policy, I lay 
that theſe men ſhould ſo warmely concerne them- 
ſelves for this Thing call'd Toleration, which (as 
I hope the premiſes have evinc'd) is not onely de- 
ftruttive both co Church & Scac,bur alſocwhich 
prudent men would a lictle conſider) fo direct- 
ly contrary to their former Principles & Prafiices, 

Jam very unwilling to make any unpleafſing 
Reflections, but 'tis the Language of the world 
(and I am not yer w{truCted to confure it) that, 
it is not a Toleration (however pretended,as the 
the moſt advantageous method, that can at pre- 
ſent be employ'd) but a Reformation, (that is, 
(as ſad experience hath explained it) a totall Ex. 
trrpation of what ever is Contrary to their hu- 
mours and deſignes) that each different Parte 
endeavours to eltabliſh, 

FD | Now 
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Now that this may not be rejeCted as a flan- 
dering deſ47ne, onely co make you odious to Au- 
thortrze, (as 15 commonly objected there are ſe- 
verall Reaſons (ar lealt'itrong conjeEtures) that 
ſceme highly to enforce the formentioned charge, 

Iam willing to conclude; and ſhall F769 A 
give you My notions in groſſe, leaving the Analy- 
{1s to your acuter Judgements. 

There are you know {ſuch things in the world, 
as a jus Divinum of ſome one Forme of Crovern- 
ment, and a Solemne League and Covenant; 
both which as being direCtly contrary to-your 
pretended *Fuleration , (had I bur the leyſure 
or ability to improve them) might eafily be re- 
folved into a Volumne of Arguments, 

But leaveing this performance (if occaſton 
ſhall require) to the management of ſome abler 
Pen, permit me very calmely to beg your Ne- 
ſolution to this following Propoſal], 

Were you in the ſame Condition, (z, e,) did 
you enjoy the ſame encourageing Circumitances, 
that your Adverſaries, the true Sons of the 
Church of England(through Crods great mercy, 
and the Indulgence of a gratious Prince) areat 


preſent favoured with; then lay your hands upon 
3 your 
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your breaſts, and tell me, as in the Preſence of 
the great Crod that ſhall judge the world; Whe- 
ther would wu then indulge either Perſon or 
Parties, thar ſhould diflent from your eſtabliſhed 
Diſcipline, be it Presbyterian, or Independent, 
or any other whatſoever: (e,g.) Whether would 
you then permit that Miniſter to preach publicke 
ly, that ſhould read the Service of our Church, 
weare a Surpliſe, uſe the C roſſe n *Bapti[me, Kneele 
at the Sacrament, &C: and not onel y {> har the ut- 
molt of whoſe endeavours ſhould be employ'din 
perſwading others-to the like practices, telling 
them chart che contrary (by  yuu-ebſcrved ) was 
irreverent and undecent, and therefore of all good 
Chriſtians to be loath'd and abhor'd, I ſay, tell 
me plainly; Is it fit to grant a Toleration and In- 
dulgence to ſuch a Perſon or no? if not, then( even 
your ſelves being judges) neither 1s 1t fit to Tole- 
rate you, {1nce your Principles and PraCtices are 
as diſtant from h:s (I mean the true Son's of the 
Church of England) as his from yours, as deſtru- 
Etive to his, as isto yours: and zt 7s unreaſonable 
(fays the defender of the London Minilters Letter 
Anti-Tole. fo the Aſlembly)that Independents ſhould defere that 
rat. p.u46. Toleration from Preſbyters which they would not give 
to 
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to Presbyters; {o ſay I p it 15 unreaſonable that In- 
dependents, Presbyters,or any other Sect ſhould 
delire that Toleration from Epiſcopacy, which 
they would not grane to Epiſcopacy, For with what 
face can T deſire a courteſue from him, to whom I do 0- 
peuly profeſſe, I would deny the ſame Counteſie, 

But now if you take the other member of che 
Contradifhon, and lay, you would tolerate the fore- 
mentiou'd Perſon, ſuppoſcing him otherwiſe of a 
quiet, and. peaceable temper; let me then deſire 
you further to reſolve me, Are you perſwaded, 

That the Church of England requires any thing Sin- 

ll as therr condition of ber Communon, or not? if 
you ſay, ſhee does not (I am nolictle troubled to, 
mentionic, but theres noevaſion) I muſt plainly 7," 
tell you, you are no better then downright Schif. ſomething 1 


maticks;for Schiſme mn the proper notion of it,is fi rs 


nothing elſe,but a cauſeles Separation from that part red as the 


of the viſible Church of which we were members: now mc 


there is no ſufficient cauſe for ſuch Separation but munion, ir 
Sin,* it being the Oy of our belt writers 7?! '* 
upon that Controverlie, that nothing else could $chiſme to 
warrant our Separation from Rome but this; that ay vv 
ſhe required as. conditions of her communion, Det. of 
ſomewhat in fide erroneous, or in fatto impi- 4 ma 


ous, For 
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But if you are perſwaded (ard ſome of you 
have declared it) that ſhe does require ſomething 
which us fonfull, as the Condition of her Communion, 
then the Caſe is cleare; the Maske falls of; and1 
bave finiſhed my 'Taske; for, ſince all finis con- 
felledly the objeEt, not only of our hatred and 
averſation, but alſo of totall extirpation,(it being | 
every ones duty not only to avoid Sin himfelfe,) 
but (by all lawfull waies and methods) to hinder. 
its Commiſhon in others) I ſhall humbly leave * 
to his moſt ſacred Majeſtic,and the Wildomeof 
the Parliament to Conſider; V4 
VVhether it be either Religion,or Policie, to, 


tolerare thoſe Perſons, or Parties, which are', 


perſwaded m their Conſciences, that it is a ne= * 
ceſlarie incumbentDutie, not onely to hate and! * 
detelt,but alſo (by all thoſe waies and methods 
which they themſelves ſhall think lawfully co 
weaken, alter,& extirpate the ſettled Govern- 
ment of the Church?the which Alteration, what 
influence it may have upon the State, and how. 
DeltruEtive it may prove to his Majelties | 
Crown and Kingdomes, ( 1 hope it is no breach 
of the A& of Oblivuntotell you) the experience 


of late years hath ſugeſted a very fatall conje- 


Cture, 
#% IE) 


. 
| 


